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CHAPTER I

N ERSA EL E E

IT Of the most beauti fu l characteristics
Theosophy that it gives back to people in a more

r ti nal form everything was really useful

and helpful to them in the rel igions wh ich th y

hav outgrown Many who have broken through

the chrysal i of bl ind faith and mounted

wings reason and intuition to the freer nobler

mental l i fe of more exalt d l vel nevertheless fe l

that in the process of this glorious gain a some

thing has been lost that in giving up the bel ief

their chi ldhood they have a l o cast a id much

the beauty and the poetry of l i fe

I f howev r th ir l ives in the past have een

su ciently good to earn for them the opportunity

coming under the b nign in uence Theo

Sophy they very soon d i scov r that even in thi

articular there has been no los at al l but an ex



great ain that the glory and the be uty

and the poetry are there in ful ler measure than

they had ever hoped before and longer

mere pleasant dream from wh ich the cold light

common sense may at any time rudely awaken them

but as truths of nature which wil l bear investigation

w ich become only brighter fuller and more per

as they are more accurately understood

A marked instance of this action

Theosophy is the way in which the inv is ible world

which before the great wave material ism

gul fed us used to be regarded as the source al l

l iving help has en restored by it to modern l ife

Al l the charming fo lk lore of the e l f the brown ie

and the nome of the Spirits air and water

forest the mounta in and the m ine is shown by it

be no more meaningless superstition but to have a

bas is of actual and scienti c fact behind it Its answer

to the great fundamental question I f a man d ie

shal l he l ive again is equal ly de nite and

and its teaching on the nature and conditions

the l i fe after death throws a ood of l ight upon

much that for the Western world at least was pre

wrapped in impenetrable darkness

It cannot be too often re eated that in this teach

ing as to the immortal i ty of the soul and the l i fe

fter death Theosophy stands in a pos ition totally



if r nt fro h t Of rdinary rel igion o

put forward these great truths merely

uthority some sacred book long in sp ak

ing these subj ects it deal ing w ith piou

Opinions metaphysical speculations but with

solid de nite facts as real as close to

air we breathe the houses we l ive fact

which many among us have constant experi nc

facts among which l ies the dai ly work some

tudents wil l presently be seen

Among the beauti ful conceptions which Th

Sophy has re tored to us stands pre eminent that

the great helpful agencies of nature The bel ief in

these b en world wide from the earl iest dawn

h istory and universal even now ou side the nar

domains of protestantism which emptied

darkened the world its votaries by

tempt to do away with the natural and perfectly tru

ide intermed iate agents and reduce everythin

the two factors man and deity device wher

by the conception deity been in nitely

graded and man remained unhelped

A moment thought wil l show that the ordinary

iew of providence the conception of an errati

interference by the central power the univer

with the result decrees wou ld imply

ntr duction partial ity into the scheme ther



fore the who le train of evi l which must ces

fol low up n its heels The Theosophical

teach ing that a man be thus special ly helped on ly

when his past actions have been such as to deserve

this assistance and that even then the help wi l l be

given through those who are comparatively near his

own level i s free from this serious obj ection and it

furthermore brings back to us the Older and far

gra der conception of an unbroken ladder l iving

beings extend ing down from the Logos H imsel f

the very dust beneath our feet

In the East the e istence of the invisible helpers

has alw ys been recognized though the names given

and the characteri stics attributed to them natura l ly

vary in d i ferent countries and even in Europe

we have had the Old Gre k stories the constant

the gods in human a fairs and the

Roman legend that Castor and Pol lux led the legions

of the infant republ ic in battle of Lake

Nor d id such a conception d ie out when the cla sical

period ended these stories have their legitimate

successors in medi val tales of saints who appeared

at critical moments and turned the fortune of war in

favour the Christian hosts or Of guard ian angels

who sometimes stepped in and saved a p ious trave ller

from what would otherwise have been certain de

truction



CH PTER

O E O ERN INSTAN ES

EN in this incredulous age and amidst ful l

whirl of our nineteenth century civi l ization in spite

the dogmatism of our ci nce and the deadly dul l

ness of instanc s of intervention

inexpl icable from the mat rial istic standpoint may

sti l l be found by anyone who wil l take the trouble to

look for them and in order to d monstrate this to

the reader I wi l l brie y epitomize a few the

amples given in one or other of recent co l lections

such stori s add ing thereto one or two that have

come within my own notice

One very remarkabl feature of these more recent

examples is that the intervention seems nearly always

to have been directed towards the or saving

of chi ldren

An interesting case which occurred London

only a year ago was connected with the pre

ervation a Ch i ld s l i fe in the midst of a terrible

re which broke in a street near Ho lborn and

entirely destroyed of the houses there The

ame had obtained such hold before hey were



covered that the remen were unable save

houses but they succeeded in rescu ing al l the

mates except two o ld woman who was

by the smoke before they could reach her and

a chi ld about ve years old whose presence in the

house had been in the hurry and excite

ment the moment

The mother Of the child it seems was a friend

r lative o f the landlady of the house and had left

the l ittle creature in her charge for the night because

was hersel f obl iged to go down to Colche ter

bus iness It was not until everyone else had been

rescued and the whole house was wrapped in ame

that the landlady remembered w ith a terrible pang

the trust that had been con ded to her It seemed

hopeless th n to attempt to get at the garret where

the chi ld had been put to bed but one of the remen

heroical ly resolved to make the desperate e fort and

after receiving minute d irections as to the exact

s ituation of the room plunged in among the smoke

ame

He found the child and brought him forth entirely

unharmed but when he r j oined his comrades he

had a very singular story to tel l He declared that

when he reached the room he found it in ames and

most the oor already fal len but the re had

curved round the room towards the window in



unnatura l and unaccountable manner the l ike

which in al l his experience he had never seen before

that the corner in which the child lay whol ly

untouched although the very rafters the frag

ment of oor on which his l ittle crib stood were hal f

burnt away The chi ld was natura l ly very much

terri ed but the reman distinctly and repeatedly

declared that as at great risk he made his way to

wards him he a form l ike an ange l her his

exact words are given something all gloriously

white and silvery bend ing over the bed and smooth

ing down the counterpane He could not possibly

have been mistaken about it he said for it was v isible

in a glare of l ight for some moments and in fact

appeared only when he was within few feet of it

Another curious feature of this story i s that the

chi ld s mother found hersel f unable sleep that

night down at Co lchester but was constantly har

by a strong feel ing that something was wrong

with her chi ld insomuch that at last was

to rise and p nd some time in earnest prayer

that the l ittle one might be prot ct d from the danger

which she instinctively felt to be hanging over him

The intervention was thus evide tly what a Christian

would cal l an answer to prayer a Theosophist put

ting the same idea in more scienti c phraseology

would that her intense outpouring of love consti



a force which of our invi ible helper

abl for rescu of her chi ld from a t rrible

death

A remarkable case in which chi ldren were

normal ly protected occurred on the banks of the

Thames n ar Maidenhead a few years earl i r than

our last example This time the danger from which

they were av d aro e not from re but from water

Three l ittle ones who l ived i f I recollect rightly in

near vi l lag of were taken out

for a walk along the towing path by their nurse

They rushed suddenly round a corner upon a horse

which was drawing a barge and in the confusion two

of them got on the wrong side of the tow rope and

were thrown into the water

The boatman who saw the accid nt sprang for

ward to try to save them and he noticed that th y

wer oating high in the water in quite an

natural way l ike he said and moving quietly

towards the bank This was al l that he and nurs

but the children each declared that a beauti ful

person a l l white and hining stood beside them in

the water held them up and guided them to the

shore Nor was their story without corroboration

for the bargeman s l ittle daughter who ran up from

the cabin when heard the screams the nurse



also that a lov ly lady in wate

dragging the two chi ldr n to bank

Without ful ler particular than the story gives us

it is impo sible to with certainty from what c lass

help r this angel drawn but the prob

ab i l ities in favour of its having been a d veloped

uman being functioning in the astral body as wi l l

be seen when later on we deal with this subj ect from

the other ide as it were from the point of vi w

the he lpers rather than h lp d

A case in which the ag ncy somewhat more de

nit ly d i ting ishabl related by wel l known

clergyman ohn Ma on Neal He stat s that

a man who had recently lo t wif was on a visit

with l ittle chi ldren at the country hous of a

friend It was an old rambl ing mansion and in

the lower part of it there w re long dark passages

in which the chi ldren played about with gr at de

l ight But presently th y came up tairs very grave

and two of them related that th y w r run

ning down one of these passage they were by

th ir mother to ld them to go back again and

then disappeared Investigation revealed the fact

that i f the chi ldren had run but a few teps farther

they wou ld have fal len down a deep uncovered wel l

which yawned ful l in their path that the appari



ion their mother had saved them from almos

certain death

In this instance there seems reason doubt

tha the mother hersel f was stil l keeping loving

watch over her chi ldren from the astral plane and

hat happened in some other cases her

tense d s ire to wa n them the danger into which

they were he dlessly rush ing gave her power to

make hersel f visible and audib le to them the

ment perhaps merely to impress their minds

with the idea that they and heard her It is

poss ible course that the helper may have b en

someone else took the famil iar form the

mother in order not to alarm the children but the

s implest hypothesis attr ibute the interventio

to the action the ever wakeful mother love itself

undimmed by the passage through the gates death

Th is mother love being the hol iest and

most unsel sh human feel ings also Of

most persistent on higher planes only does the

mother who nds hersel f upon the lower levels the

astral plane and consequently stil l with in touch

the earth maintain her interest in and her ca e for

her ch i dren as long as she is able them eve

after her entry into the heaven world these l ittle one

sti l l the most prominent obj ects in her thought

the wealth love that l v ishes upon


