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ABOUT AUTHOR 

 

Nathaniel Hawthorne in the 1860s 

He was born in 1804 in Salem, Massachusetts to 

Nathaniel Hathorne and the former Elizabeth Clarke 

Manning. His ancestors include John Hathorne, the 

only judge involved in the Salem witch trials who 

never repented of his actions. 
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Much of Hawthorne's writing centers on New 

England, many works featuring moral allegories with 

a Puritan inspiration. His fiction works are considered 

part of the Romantic movement and, more 

specifically, Dark romanticism. His themes often 

center on the inherent evil and sin of humanity, and 

his works often have moral messages and deep 

psychological complexity. His published works 

include novels, short stories, and a biography of his 

friend Franklin Pierce. 
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