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R E F A E

TH IS book i s intended pl c in h nds of the
gener l re der epitome of theosophic l te chings
su ficiently p l in to serve the element ry student

fu ll to sound found tion further
k w ledge It i s hoped th t it serve intro
duction to the profounder w rks of H B l v tsky

be convenient stepping stone to their study
Those h ve le rned little of the Ancient
Wisdom know the illumin tion the pe ce the
the strength its les sons h ve brought into thei r live s
Th t this book win some to its te chings

to pr ve for themselves their v lue the pr ye r
with which it i s sent f rth int the world

ANNI B SANT
August





INTRODU TION

N IT ND L ING ALL LIGI NS

RIGHT thought is necess ry right conduct right
underst nding right l iving the D ivine W is

whether c l led by its ncient nskrit n me
Br hm Vidy its modern Greek n me

Th o sophy comes to the world
once dequ te philosophy embr cing
religion ethic It once s id the hristi n
Scriptures by dev tee th t they cont ined sh l l ws
in which chi ld could w de depths in which
g nt must swim A simi l r st tement might be
m de Theosophy ome its te chings
simple pr ctic l th t person ver ge
intell igence underst nd follow them whi le
others l fty profound th t the b lest
tr ins his intellect cont in them sinks ex

in the e rt
In the present volume ttempt wi l l be m de

pl ce Theo ophy efore the re der simply cle rly
in which sh ll convey its gener l principles

truths forming c herent conception the

1



THE ANCI NT ISD M

universe sh l l give such det i l is necess ry
the underst nding of their rel ti ns to e ch other

An element ry text b k c nn t pretend give the
fu lness of know ledge th t be obt ined fr m
bstruser works but it sh u ld le ve the student with
cle r fund ment l ide s his subj ect with much
indeed by future st dy but with l ittle
unle rn Into the outline given by such book
student sh u ld be to p int the det ils of further
rese rch

It is dmitted on h nds th t su ey of the
gre t rel igions the world shows th t they hold in
common m ny rel igious ethic l philosophic l
ide s But while the f ct i s univers lly gr nted
the expl n tion of the f ct is m tter dispute
S me llege th t religi ns h ve g own up the
s i l of hum n ignor nce til led by im gin tion
h ve been gr du l ly el bor ted fro crude forms
nimism fetichism their l ikenesses referred
to univers l n tur phenomen imper fectly observed

f nciful ly expl ined sol r st r w rship
ing the univers l key for one sch ol ph l lic worship
the univers l key nother fe r des i re
ign r nce wonder led the s v ge to pers nify
the p wers n ture priests pl yed u on his
terrors his hopes hi s misty f ncies hi s
wi ldered questi nings myths bec me scriptures
symbol s f cts their b s i s univers l the
likenes s of the pr ducts inevit ble Thus spe k
the doctors of omp r tive Mytho logy pl in



INT D CTI N

people silenced but convinced under the r in

pro fs they c nn t deny the l ikene ses but they

dim ly feel Are m n de rest h pes loftiest

Im ginings re l ly n thing m re th n the outcome

s v ge f n ies gr ping ignor nce H ve the

gre t le ders the r ce the m rtyrs heroes

hum nity lived wrought su ered died de

for the mere str nomi

f cts the dr ped bscenities

The econd expl n tion the c mmon prop rty

in the rel igions of the world sserts the exi stence

origin l te ching in the custody of Brotherhood

gre t spirit l Te chers Themse lves the

utc me p st cycle s evolution cted the

instructors guides the child hum nity

p l net imp rting to its r ces n tions in turn the

fund ment l truth s re ligi n in the form most
d pted the idi syncr s ies the r cipient
cording to this view the Founders the gre t relig
ions members of the Brotherhood wer
ided in Their mi ion by m ny other members
l wer in degree th n Them elves Initi tes

v rious gr des eminent in spiritu l ins ight

in philosophic kn wledge in purity ethic l
wisdom These g ided the inf nt n ti n g ve them
their polity en cted their l ws r led them kings
t ught them guided the priests

the n ti ns ntiquity l ked b ck such

mighty demigod heroes they left
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their tr ces in l iter ture in rchitecture in legisl
ti n

Th t such men l ived it seems di cu lt to deny in
the f e univers l tr diti n sti ll existing Scri
tures prehist ric rem ins the m st p rt

in ruins to nothing of other testimony
whi h the ig r nt w uld rej ect The s cred books
the E st the best evidence the gre tness
their uth rs in l ter d ys or in modern

times even ppr ch the spiritu l subl imity
their religious th ught the intel lectu l splendor
their phi l s phy the bre dth purity their
ethic And when we find th t these b oks cont in
te chings bout the unive se identic l
in subst nce under much v riety of ter ppe r
nce it d es seem nre s n ble refer the
ce t l prim ry b dy d ctrine th t b dy

we give the n me the D ivine Wi sd in its Greek
f rm TH H

As the origin b s is re l igions it c nn t
be the nt gonist it is indeed their purifier
reve l ing the v lu ble inner me ning of much th t

bec me mischievou s in its extern l present tion
by the perverseness of ign r nce the ccreti ns
superstiti n but it recognizes defends itself

in e ch seek s in e ch to unvei l its hidden wi s
No in bec ming The s phist need

ce se be hristi n Buddhist Hindu he
wi l l but cquire deeper ins ight int hi s f ith

firmer hold its spiritu l truths br der
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s cred te chings As
g ve birth religions in modern times

does it justi fy defend them It is the rock
whence the were hewn the hole the pit
whence were digged It j ustifies the
intellectu l criticism the deepest l nging
ti ns the hum n he rt it verifies hopes

it gives us ck ennob led f ith in

The truth thi st tement become more
more pp rent we study the v rious world Scrip
tures but few selecti ns fr m the we lth
m teri l v i l ble wi ll be su ficient e t b lish the
f ct to guide the student in his se rch for
further verific ti n The m in spiritu l veritie
re l igi n be summ rized thus

i One etern l infinite incogniz ble re l Exi stence
i i From THAT the m nifested God unfolding from

unity to du l ity from du lity trinity
ii i Fr m the m ni fested Trinity m ny spiritu l

Intel ligences guiding the k smic order
iv reflecti n of the m ni fested

therefore trinity fund ment l ly hi s inner re l
Se lf being etern l with the Sel f the universe
v ev lution by repe ted inc rn tions int

which he is dr wn by desire from which he is
set free by knowledge s crifice becoming divine

in otency he ever been divine in l tency
hin with its now fos s i l ized civi liz tion

p opled in d ys by the Tur ni ns the fourth

subdivis i n the gre t Fourth R ce the r ce which
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inh bited the lost continent Atl ntis spre d
its o fshoots ver the w rld The M ngoli ns the
l st s bdivis ion of th t s me r ce l ter reinforced
its popu l tion th t in hin we h ve tr ditions
from ncient d ys preceding the settlement the
Fifth or Ary n r ce in Indi In the

or we h ve fr gment
ncient Scripture singu l r be uty bre t ing
the spirit of restfu lness pe ce ch r cter

the origin l te ching Mr Legge s ys in
the introductory note to his tr nsl tion th t the
tre tise
Is ttributed T ist the Wu
dy sty is f bled h ve tt ined the
t te Imm rt l is gener lly den min ted H e is
represented w rker mir cles ddicted
nce very eccentric in hi s w ys When shipwrecked
cc si n he emerged fr m bene th the w ter with his

cl the unwet w lked freely surf ce Fin lly he
scended the sky in bright All these cc unt
fely be put d wn the l ter time

Such stories repe tedly told Initi tes
v ri us degrees by no me ns necess ri ly

but we m re inte ested in u n s

own ccount of the book

When I bt ined the true I recited this Ching
b k ten th us nd times I t i s wh t the pirits H e ven
pr cti se been c mmunic ted sch l rs this
l wer w rld I i t fr m the ivine uler the tern

he received it fr m the ivine uler the lden
te he received it fr m the y l m ther the West

Now the D ivine Ru ler the Go lden G te
xl
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the title held by the Initi t ruled the Toltec
empire in Atl ntis its use suggests th t the

brought thence to hin when
the Tur ni ns sep r ted from the Toltecs The
ide is strengthened by the contents the brief
tr tise which de ls with l iter lly the
the n me by which the One Re l ity is indic ted in

the ncient Tur ni n Mong l i n rel igion
re d

The re t b dily f rm but I t pr duced
n urishes he ven e rth The re t p ssi ns
but I t c uses the sun m n rev lve they The
re t n me but It ef ects the gr wth m in

things i

This is the m nifested unity but du l ity
upervene

the sh ws itself in f rms the ure the
Turbid the c nditi ns M ti n est
He ven is pure e rth is turbid he ven m ves the
e rth is rest The m sculine is pure the feminine is
turbid the m sculine m ves the feminine i s still The
r dic l Purity descended the turbid issue wed
br d thus things were pr duced i

This p ss ge is p rticu l rly interesting from the
llusion the ctive receptive ides N ture
the distinction between Spirit the gener tor
M tter the n urisher so f mi li r in l ter writings
In the the te ching to the

m nifested the M nifested comes very
pl inly

The th t be tr dden is the enduring
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ch nging The n me th t be n med is the endur
ing unch nging n me H ving n me it is the Origi
n t r he ven e rth h ving n me it is the ther
things nder these spects it is re lly the s me

but devel pment t kes pl ce it receives the dif erent n mes
T gether we c ll them the Mystery i l

Stu ents o f the wi ll reminded of
of the D ivine N mes the once led Mystery
Ag in

There s mething undefined c mplete c ming int
existence bef re he ven e rth still it
f rmless st nding l ne underg ing ch nge re ching
everywhere in d nger being exh usted I t
be reg rded the M the things I w its
n me I give it the design ti n the M king
e rt give i t n me I c ll it the re t re t it p sses
in c nst nt ssing it bec mes rem te H ving
bec me rem te it returns xxv

Very interesting it is to see here the ide the
forthg ing the returning of the One Li fe
f mi l i r to us in Hindu l iter ture F mili r lso
seems the verse

All things under he ven spr ng fr m I t existent
n med th t existence spr ng fr m It existent
n med

Th t universe might bec me the Unm nifest
must give forth the One from whom du l ity

trinity pr ceed

The pr duced One One pr duced pr duced
hree Three pr duced things All things le ve behind
them the Obscurity which they h ve c me
f rw rd embr ce the Brightness int which they h ve
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emerged while they h rm nized by the Bre th
xlii l

Bre th Sp ce w u ld be h ppier tr nsl tion
S ince is produced from It It exists in

All perv ding is the gre t I t be f und the left
h nd the right I t cl thes things with
g rment m kes ssumpti n being their l rd
be n med in the sm llest things All things return

their r t dis ppe r kn w th t it is I t which
presides ver thei r d ing be n med in the gre t
est things xxxiv

hw ng fourth century C in his present
tion the ncient te ching refers the spiritu l
Intelligences c ming from the
I t Its r t gr und existence in I tsel f Bef re
there were he ven e rth fr m there It securely
existing Fr m I t c me the mysteri us existence pirits
fr m I t the mysteri us existence Bk vi
vi

A number the n mes these Inte l l igences fol

but such beings wel l known pl y
gre t p rt in the hinese re l igion th t we need not
multiply quot ti ns bout them

is reg rded trinity T oism s ys Mr
Legge rec gnizing in him the spi it the mind

the body This divis on comes out cle rly in the
in the te ching th t must get

rid desire to re ch union with the One

the spirit l ves purity but his mind disturbs it
The mind l ves stillness but his desires dr w it w y
I f he c uld lw ys send his esires w y his mind w uld
itsel f bec me still Let his mind m de cle n his spirit
itsel f bec mes pure The re s n why men ble
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tt in this i s bec use their minds h ve been cle nsed
their desires h ve been sent w y I f is ble

end the de ires w y when he then l ks in his mind it
l nger his when he l ks his b dy it is l nger

his when he l ks f rther extern l things they
things which he n thing with i

Then fter giving the st ges indr wing the
condition of perfect sti llness it is sked

In th t c nditi n rest independently pl ce
desire rise And when desire l nger rises there

is the true stillness rest Th t true stillness bec mes
c nst nt qu lity resp nds extern l things with ut

err r th t true c nst nt qu lity h lds p ssessi n
the n ture In such c nst nt resp nse c nst nt stillness
there is the c nst nt purity rest H e this
lute purity enters gr du lly int the inspir ti n the True

i

The suppl ied w rds in spir tion r ther cl ud
th n e lucid te the me ning for entering into the

i s congruous with the whole ide with other
Scriptures

On putting w y of des i re is l id much stress in
T ism c m ent tor the
m rks th t underst nding the depends on

lute purity
cquiring this Abs lute Purity depends entirely the

utting w y esire which is the urgent pr ctic l less n
the Tre tise

The s ys

Alw ys with ut desi re we ust be f und
I f deep mystery we w uld s und
But i f desire l ys within us be
I ts uter fringe is th t we sh ll see
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Reinc rn tion does not seem be distinctly
t ught might h ve been expected lthough
s ges f und which imply th t the m in ide
t ken gr nted th t the entity considered
r nging through nim l wel l hum n births

Thus we h ve fr m hw ng qu int wise
st ry dying to whom friend s id

re t indeed is the Cre t r Wh t will H e m ke
bec me Where will H e t ke Will H e m ke
liver the replied

Wherever p rent tells e st west s uth
n rth he simp ly f ll ws the c mm nd H ere is
gre t f under c sting his met l I f the me l were le p
up in the I must be m de int sw rd like
the the gre t f under w uld be sure reg rd it
unc ny g n when f rm is being f shi ned in the
m uld the w mb i f it were I must bec me
I must bec me the Cre t r w uld be sure reg rd it
unc nny When we nce underst nd th t he ven e rt
gre t melting the Cre t r gre t f under where
we h ve th t sh ll be right us We

b rn fr m quiet sleep we c lm w in
vi

Turning the ifth the Ary n R ce we h ve
the me te chings embodied in the o ldest
gre test Ary n rel igion the Br hm nic l The eter

Existence is procl imed in the
with out econd it is

written

I t willed I sh ll multiply the s ke the universe vi i i

The Supreme L G S Br hm n is threef ld Being
onsciousness Bliss it is s id
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Fr m This ri se li fe mind the senses ether fire
w ter e rth the supp rt ii

gr nder escriptions Deity be found
nywhere th n in the Hindu Scriptures but they
becoming so f mil i r th t brief quot ti n wi l l

su fice Let the f ll wing serve specimens
their we lth o f gems

M ni fe t ne r m ving in the secret pl ce the gre t b de
herein re t th t m ves bre thes hut the eyes
n w h t be w r hipped being the
best bey nd the kn wledge cre tures Lumin us sub
tler th n the subtle in which the w rlds their denizen

Th t this imperish ble Br hm n Th t ls li fe
v ice mind In the g lden highest she th i s sp tless
p rtless Br hm n Th t the pure Light lights kn wn by
the kn wers the el f Th t de thless Br hm n is
f re Br hm n behind Br hm n the right the le ft
bel w b ve perv ding this Br hm n truly is the This
the best II i i

Bey nd the universe Br hm n the supreme the gre t hid
den beings cc rding their b dies the Bre th
the wh le universe the L rd wh m men bec me
imm rt l I kn w th t mighty pirit the shining sun bey nd
the d rk ess I k w Him the unf ding the ncient the
ul mnipresent by H i s n ture wh m the Br hm n
kn wers c ll unb rn wh m they c ll etern l

iii

When there is d rkness night being
being there i s hiv even l ne Th t the indestructible

Th t is be w rshipped by vitri fr m h t c me f rth the
ncient wisd m b ve bel w in the midst
H e be c mprehended is there similitude H im
wh se n me is infinite gl ry with the sight is est blished
H is f rm n ne by the eye beh ld H im they w
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H im by the he rt by the mind d elling in the he rt
c me imm rt l iv

Th t in hi s inner elf is with the Self of
the universe Th t is i e th t th r
oughly pe v de s Hindu thought th t is
often referred the divine town of
the town nine God dwelling in the

ity his he r

In m nner is be seen the Being which c nn t be
pr ved which is etern l with ut sp t higher th n the ether
unb rn the gre t etern l ul This gre t unb rn ul
is the s me which bides the intelligent s ul in living
cre tures the s me which bides ether in the he rt in
him it sleeps it i s the ubduer the uler the

L rd it d es bec me gre ter by g d w rks
less by evil w rk I t is the uler the s vereign

L rd beings the Preserver beings the Bridge the
ph lder the w rlds th t they f ll ruin

iv by er

When is reg rded the evolver the uni
verse the three fo ld ch r cter c mes very cle r

Shiv Vi shnu Br hm g in Vishnu
leeping under the w ters the Lotus pringing from
Him in the Lotus Br hm is l ike i se
threefold in the the Se lf is
described conditioned by the physic l body the
subtle body the ment l body then ri s ing

I I i i
iii

i i
The ether in the he rt i s mystic l phr se used

c te the One i s s id dwell therein
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int the One without du l ity From
the Trinity come m ny Gods connected
with the dministr tion the universe whom
it i s s id in the
Ad re H im ye ds fter wh m the ye r by r lling d ys
is c mpleted the Light lights the imm rt l Li fe
iv

It i s h rdly necess ry to even mention the pres
ence in Br hm nism of the te ching reinc rn
tion s ince its wh le phi losophy l i fe turn this
pilgrim ge of the Soul through m ny births
de ths not book could t ken up in which
this truth i s not t ken for gr nted By des ires
i s bound to this whee l of ch nge therefore by
know le ge devoti n the destruction desires

must set himse lf free When the Soul knows
God it i s l iber ted The intel lect purified by
kn wledge beh lds Knowledge j oined de

fi ds the bode of Br hm Whoever
knows Br hm n becomes Br hm n When desires
ce se the mort l becomes immort l obt ins
Br hm n

Buddhism it exi sts in this northern form is
quite one with more ncient f iths but in
the southern form it seems to h ve let s l ip the ide
of the Logic Trinity of the One Existence from
which They come f r h The L G S in His triple
m ni fest tion is the First L G S mit bh the

i I I I i I I I ii
I I I i i vi
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B undless Light the econd Av lokiteshv r
the Third the

represent tive of cre tive wisdom corresp nding to
hinese Buddhi s pp rently does

cont in the ide primordi l Existence beyond
the L G S but Buddhism postu l tes
Buddh fro Whom Amit bh rises
i s id by E itel be the represent tive comp s

rovidence corresp nd p rtly with

Shiv but the spect the Buddhi t Trinity
th t sends for h inc rn tions He ppe r r ther
represent the s me ide Vishnu whom He is
l lied by be ring the Lotus fire w ter Spirit
M tter the prim ry constituents the uni

verse Reinc rn tion K rm much the

fund ment ls Buddhism th t it i s h rdly wo th
while ins ist them s ve note the lib
r tion rem rk th t the Lord Buddh
Hindu pre ching Hindus Br hm nic l

trines t ken g nted const ntly in His te ch
ing m tters course He purifier
refor er iconocl st st ruck the
tions due ignor nce fund ment l truths

belonging the Ancient Wi sdom

Th se beings w l in the the th t been
well t ught re ch the ther sh re the g e t birth
de th th t is di cult cr ss xxix

Desire bind must be gotten rid

I t i s h rd i s held by the fetters desire free
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himsel f them s ys the Blessed One The ste df st
c re the h ppiness c st them s n
dep rt Nirv n M nkind l sting desires
they imperm nent in them experience them free
y ursel f then fr m wh t c nn t l st bide in the
s j urn de th ii
He destr yed desires w rldly g ds sinful
ness the b nds the eye the esh t rn up desire
by the very r t he I decl re i s xxxiii

And Br hm n is h ving his l st

is defined

k wing his f rmer b des existences perceives
he ven hell the uni f und the put
end birth xxxiii

In the exoteric Hebrew Scriptures the ide
Trinity does not come out strongly though du l ity
is pp rent the spoken i s obviously the
L o not the One Unm nifest

I the L rd there is n ne else I f rm the light
cre te d rkness I m ke pe ce cre te evil I the L rd
th t d eth thes things xlvii

hilo however the doctrine of the L G S very
cle rly it i s found in the Fourth Gospe l

In the beginning the W rd L g the W rd
with the W rd All things were m de
by H im with ut H im ny hing m de th t
m de i

In the the doctrine the One the
Three the Seven then the m ny is pl inly

t ught
xxxiii



NTRODUCTION

The ncient the Ancient the n n wn n wn
f rm yet ls f rm It f rm thr ugh

hich universe is m int ined I t ls f rm
I t c nn t be c mprehended When It first t this f rm

Cr wn the First L g s I t permitted pr ceed
fr m I t nine brilli nt Lights Wi sd m the ice f rming
ith the Tri d then seven l wer ephir th

Ancien the Ancient the ystery the
y t ri nk the n wn I t f rm
which ppert ins It since ppe rs thr ugh it
Ancie b ve ncient ncient
th t which there is the s nkn wn m ng the
w But under th t f rm by which I t m kes Itsel f kn wn
h w v r still rem ins the n n w Is c yer
fr m pp

My th t the for i s the

cient the Ancients i s

Three Lights in the H ly pper which nite One
they the b sis the Th r h this pens the d r

C me see the mystery the w rd These
three degrees e ch exists by itsel f yet One

tted in One they sep r ted fr m
ther Thre c me fr m One One exi t Three
it is the f rce between n urish One One n urishes
m ny side thus All i s One

Needless th t the Hebrews held the
trin m ny Gods is like unto Thee O

Lord mong the Gods multitudes sub
ordin te ministr nts ons the
els the Lord the Ten Angel ic Hosts
O f commencement the universe the

te ches
xv ii
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In beginning the Wi ll the ing pri r ex
which c me int being thr ugh em n ti n fr m this

Will I t sketched engr ved the f rms things th t
were be m ni fested fr m c nce lment int view in the
supreme d zzling light the u dr nt the cred Te

Myer s pp

Nothing exist in which the Deity is not
m nent with reg rd Reinc rn tion it is
t ught th t the ou l i s present in the divine Ide
ere coming to e rth i f the Soul rem ined quite
pure during its tri l it esc ped rebirth but this
seems to h ve been only theoretic l possibility
it is s id

All s uls subj ect rev luti n metempsych i leen
but men kn w the w ys the H ly One

blessed be I t they ign r nt the they h ve been
j udged in time bef re they c me int this w rld
when they h ve quitted it p

Tr ces of thi s belief occur b th in the Hebrew
hristi n ex eric Scriptures in the be l ief th t
E l i j h wou ld return l ter th t he returned
in ohn

Turning to gl nce pt we find there from
h riest ntiquity its f mous Trinity Osiris Isis
the du l Second L G S Horus The gre t

hymn Amun wil l be remembered

The ds bef re Thy M j esty by ex lting the uls
Th t which them Thee Pe ce
em n ti ns fr m the unc nsci us F ther the c nsci us

F thers the ds h u Pr ducer beings we d re
ul which em n te fr m thee Th u begettest us

Th u nk wn we greet Thee in w rshipping e ch
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ul which descendeth fr m Thee liveth in us qu ted in
iii p

The consciou s F thers of the Gods the

L G I the unconsci us F ther is the One Exist
ence unconsci us not being less but being
infinitely more th n wh t we c ll consciousness
limited thing

In the fr gments the we
study the conceptions the reinc rn ting the
hum n oul its pilgrim ge tow rds its ulti
m te union with the L G S The f mous p pyrus

the scribe Ani triumph nt in pe ce is ful l
touches th t remind the re der the criptures
other f ith s his j ourney through the underworld
his expect ti n entering his body the form
t ken by reinc rn tion mong the Egypti ns his

identific tion with the L G S

ith Osiri s Ani I the gre t One the gre t One
I Fi re the Fire I h ve k it t gether my
b nes I h ve m de mysel f wh le s und I h ve bec me
y ung nce m re I O siri the L rd eternity xliii

In ierret s recension the we
find the striking p ss ge
I the being mysteri us n mes prep red him
s l f dwellings milli ns ye rs p He rt th t c mest
me fr m my m ther my he rt necess ry my existence
e rth He rt th t c mest me fr m my m ther he rt
th t necess ry me my tr ns f rm ti n pp

In Zoro stri nism we find the conception the
One Existence im ged Boundless Sp ce whence
rises the L G S the cre tor
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upreme in mniscience g dnes unriv lled in
plend r the religi n light i s the pl ce

v v

him in the sn the chief liturgy the
hom ge is first p id

I nn unce I will c mplete my sn w rship
Ahur zd the Cre t r the r di nt gl ri us the gre t
est the best the m st be uti ful c ncepti ns
the m st firm the wisest the wh se b dy is
m st perfect tt ins his ends m st inf llibly bec use
H i s righte us rder H im disp ses minds right
sends H i s cre ting gr ce f r m de us

f shi ned us n uri shed pr tected us
the m st b unte u pirit xxxi

The worshipper then p ys hom ge the
ther Gods but the supreme m ni

God the L G S i s not here presented tri
une As with the Hebrews there tendency in
the exoteric f ith l se ight of this fund m t l
truth Fortu tely we tr ce the primitive
te ching though it dis ppe red in l ter times fr m
the popu l r belief D r H ug in his

tr nsl ted by D r West forming vol
of Orient l Series st tes th t Ahur
m zd or is the Supreme
Being th t from him were produced

primev l c uses which th ugh dif erent were united
pr duced the w rld m teri l things well th t

the spirit p

These were c l led twin eve ywhere pres
in Ahur m zd well in One
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duces re l ity the other re lity it is these
in l ter Zoro stri nism bec me the opposing

Spirits good evi l In the e rl ier te chings
they evidently formed the Second L G S du l ity
being hi s ch r cteristic m rk

The good merely Light D rk
ness Spirit M tter the fund ment l twins

the Universe the from the One

riticising the l ter ide D r H ug s ys

uch is the rig n l r stri n n ti n the cre tive
pirits f rm nly p rts the ivine Being But
in the c urse time this d ctrine the gre t f under
ch nged c rrupted in c nsequence misunderst nding
f lse interpret ti ns the g d spirit
t ken n me Ahur m zd H imsel f then

c urse the evil by bec ming entirely
ep r ted fr m Ahur m zd reg rded c n t nt
dvers ry Ahur m zd thus the u lism evil
r se p

D r H s view seems be supported by the
given with the other by

the Zoro ster Z r thustr

In the beginning there p i r twins spirit e ch
peculi r ctivity these the g d the b se

And these pirits united cre ted the first the m teri l
thing the re lity the ther the re lity And
succ r thi li fe incre se it c me with we lth

the g d true mind she the everl sting cre ted the
m teri l w rld All per fect things g rnered up in the
plendid r idence d ind the Wise the ight

wn the best beings xxx
H Tr n pp
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Here the three L G I seen Ahur m zd the
first the supreme Life in fro him the
twins the Sec nd L G S then the M ind
the re t r of the Universe the Third L G S
L ter M ithr ppe rs in the exoteric f ith clouds

the primitive truth some extent O f him it is
s id

Wh m Ahur M zd est bli hed m int in l k
ver this m ving w rld never sleeping w kefully
gu rds the cre ti n M zd xxvii

He sub rdin te the Light He ven
V run the He ven itsel f the gre t

ru l ing Intel ligences The highest these ru l ing

Intelligences were the six he ded
by the Good Thought Ahur m zd

h ve ch rge the wh le m teri l cre ti n
v p n te

Reinc rn tion d es not seem to be t ught in the
bo ks which h ve been tr nsl ted the
bel ief i s not current mong moder rsi s But we
find the ide o f the Spirit in sp rk th t

i s to become fl me to be reunited to the
preme Fire this must imply devel pment for
which rebirth is necessity wil l Zoro stri n
i sm ever underst d unti l we recover the

l l ied writings for there i s its re l
r ot

first Wi sd m the ddes Wisd m
L ter the Cre t r bec me identified with the e rth

w rshipped the ddess
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Tr vel ling westw rd Greece we meet with the
Orphic system described with such bund n l rn
ing by Mr G R S Me d in his w r The
Ine ble Thrice unk own D rknes the n me

given the One Existence

cc rding the the l gy O rpheus things rigin te
fr m immense principle which thr ugh the imbecilit
p vert hum n c ncepti n we give n me th ugh it i s

per fectly ine ble in the reverenti l l ngu ge the
gypti ns is in c ntempl ti n
which k wledge i s re funded int ign r nce Th m s
T yl r qu ted in p

From this the rimordi l Tri d Univers l
Good Univers l oul Univers l M ind g in the

Logic Trinity O f this Mr Me d write

The first Tri d which is m ni fest ble intellect is but
re ecti n substitute the its
hyp st ses the d which is super essenti l
ul the W rld ul which is sel f m tive essence
Intellect the M ind which is imp rtible imm v bl
sence p

After this series ever descending Tri ds
howing the ch r cteristics the first in diminishing
splend r until is re ched

in him p tenti lly the subst nce the uni
ver e The r ce men g ds is ind r

Pyth g re n qu ted by Clemens v
Thus c lled the M icr c sm little w rld distin
guish him fr m the universe gre t w rld p

He the Nous re l mind the Logos r tion
p rt the irr tion l p t the l tte

g in f rming Tri d thus presenting the mor
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el bor te septen ry divis i n The lso
g rded h ving three vehicles the phys ic l
subtle b dies the luciform b dy
th t

I s the c us l b dy k rmic vesture the ul in which
its destiny r ther the seeds p st c us ti n st red
his i s the thre d ul it is s metimes c lled the b dy
th t p sses ver fr m inc rn ti n p

AS reinc rn ti n

T ether with the dherents the Mysteries in every
l nd the believed in reinc rn ti n p

this Mr Me d brings bund nt testim ny
he sh ws th t it t ught by l t Empedocles
yth g r s others Only by virtue c uld men
es pe fr m the l ife wheel

T ylor in his notes to the
quotes from to the te chings

the One beyond the One the unm nifest
Existence

erh ps indeed l t le ds us ine bly thr ugh
medium the ine ble bey nd which is the
subj ect discussi n this by bl ti n in the
s me m nner he le d by bl ti n ther
things Th t which i s bey nd is be h n red in
the m st perfect silence indeed wills be by
itsel f but with ther but the unk wn bey nd is
per fectly inef ble which we ck wledge we neither kn w

ign r nt but which b ut itsel f
H ence by pr ximit this itsel f i s d rkened

being ne r the immense principle i f it be l wful
spe k it rem ins i t were in the dytum the truly mystic
ilence The first i s b ve being
m re simple th n ei ther these pp
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The yth gore n l tonic l tonic
choo l h ve m ny points cont ct with Hindu

Buddhist thought th t their issue fro
fount in is obvious R G rbe in hi s work

ii i pp to presents
m ny points his st tement be
summ rized follows
The most striking is the re embl nce more

c rrectly the identity the d ctrine the One
Only in the Up nish ds the E le tic school

enoph nes te ching of the unity God
the Kosmos the h ngeles sness the
One even more th t rmenide who held
th t re l ity is crib ble on ly to the One unborn
indestructib le omnipresent whi le th t
m ni fold subj ect ch nge is but ppe r
nce further th t Being Thinking the
me these doctrine comp letely identic l with

the essenti l contents the Up nish ds the
Ved ntic philosophy which springs from them But
even e rl ier sti l l the view Th les th t th t
exists sprung from W ter is curiou ly like the

doctrine th t the Universe rose from the
w ters L ter An xim nder s umed the

sis thing etern l infinite
ubst nce fro which definite sub

st nce proceed into which they return
sumption identic l with th t which l ies the root
the the r kriti from which the

whole m teri l sid the universe evolved And

his f mou s ying expresses the ch r ter
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view the S nkhy th t things ever
ch nging under the ce seless ctivity of the thr e
gun s Empedoc les g in t ught theories tr ns
migr tion evolution pr ctic l ly the s me t ose
the S nkhy s whi le his theory th t nothing

come into being which d es not lre dy exist is even
more close ly identic l with ch r cteristic l ly
khy n doctrine

Both An x gor s Democritus lso present
sever l p ints o f cl se greement especi l ly the
ter s view to the n ture position o f the Gods

the s me ppl ies not b ly in some curious
ters det i l to Epicurus But it is however in
the te chings of h gor s th t we find the closest

most frequent identities of te chings rgu
ment tion expl ined due to yth gor s himself
h ving visited Indi le rnt his phi losophy there
tr dition sserts In l ter centuries we find some

peculi rly Buddhist ide s pl ying
prominent p rt in Gnostic thought The fol lowing
quot tion from L ssen cited by G rbe on
hows this very cle rly

Buddhism in gener l distinguishes cle rly between pirit
Light d es reg rd the l tter imm teri l but
view Light is f und m ng them which is cl sel rel ted
th t the n stics Acc rding this Light i s the m ni

pirit in m tter the intelligence thus cl thed in
Light c mes int rel ti n with m tter in which the L ight
be lessened l st quite bscured in which c se the Intel

f lls fin lly int c mplete unc nsci usnes O f the
highest Intelligence it i s m int ined th t it i s neither Light

Light neither rkness r ess since
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these expressi ns den te rel ti ns the Intelligence the
Light which indeed in the beginning free fr m these

but l t r encl ses the Intelligence medi tes
c nnecti n with m tter I t f ll ws fr m this th t the

Buddhist view scribes the highest Intelligence the p wer
pr duce light fr m itsel f th t in this respect ls there

i s greement between Buddhism n sticism

G rbe here p ints th t reg rds the fe ture
lluded the greement between Gnosticism
the S nkhy i s very much closer th n th t with
Buddhism while these views to the rel tion
between Light Spirit pert in to the l ter ph se
Bu dhism fund ment l to

ch r cteri stic it such the S nkhy te ches
c le rly precise ly th t Spirit Light L ter
sti ll the influence the thought is very
pl inly evident in the Neo l tonic writers while
the doctrine the L G S Word though

origin shows even in its det i ls th t it
been derived from Indi where the conce tion
V ch the D ivine Word pl ys prominent

p rt in the Br hm nic l stem

oming the hri ti n re ligion
neo s with the Gnostic l tonic systems
we h l l find di ficulty in tr cing most the
me fund ment l te ching with which we h ve
become f mil i r The threefold L G S

pe rs the Trinity the First L G S the f unt
l i fe being the F ther du l n tured econd

L G S God the Third the cre tive
M ind the Holy Ghost wh se brooding over the
w ters ch o brought forth the worlds Then


