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 
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

he main purpose of this story is to appeal to the reader’s 

            
 —
         



It has been my aim to make the character of “Magdalen,” which 


       —  
       
           
          
  
           


        
 —  

          

—
   
         




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
 



          
           
           
          
           
     — 
’
  

         

        


            







   
        
       
          
       
      —  
          


 


       




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
         



Experience one of Wilkie Collins’s most controversial and 
    
        
       



















        
        




        




       
          
         




Before the last notes of the dog’s remonstrance had died away, 

         








  —      


Receiving the dog’s first cordial advances with the worst 
         
           
           
          
          


Seven o’clock struck; and the signs of domestic life began to 


—
        ’
—      
—
        
           
been defrauded of his fair night’s rest.

   
   
         
          



            
         

   —   


         
          
and could describe none of the ladies’ dresses. His audience, 
         

        
morning’s work.







       —
     
         


   —     
 —    

           
        
  —      
          
    
            

           



“Thomas!” cried Mr. Vanstone, taking up his old felt h 
his thick walking stick from the hall table. “Breakfast, this 

    —       


          
     — 
’       ’”  
        

           



          
—

        
         

         
         







             

 —   
          
         
         
for her position in Mr. Vanstone’s family. This wa
        
         
    —   
          


“Breakfast at ten?” repeated Miss Garth, when the footman had 
answered the bell, and had mentioned his master’s orders. “Ha! 

        
       
You’re
e as red as a ferret’s, and your cravat looks as if you had 
—’
          ’   
   ’        
”        
retired; “but he’s not strong enough for conc
to go with them last night. Yes: catch me!”

Nine o’clock struck; and the minute    
  
          
    —  



          
      
            

        

         




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
   —    



  
          
daughter’s head, lay the massive dark hair, which, on the 
mother’s, was fast turning gray. There, in the daughter’s cheek, 
ich had faded from the mother’s to 
         
        
        
mother’s beauty, she had yet hardly inher   
           

—
       ch Mrs. Vanstone’s eyes 
 —        

 ’ 

         
      
         

           


       
—         
         
          

         
absorbing subject of the last night’s concert.

“I am so sorry, mamma, you were not with us,” she said. “You 
—
—
”







“Perhaps not, my love—   
”

“Quite as well,” remarked Miss Garth, appearing at the 
room door. “Look at Norah (good morn—
            
    
—’
she suffers accordingly. No, my dear, you needn’t    
you’ve got a headache.”

Norah’s dark, handsome face brightened into a smile—


“A very little headache; not half enough to make me regret the 
concert,” she said, and walked away by


   
of a wooded, rocky pass (called, in Somersetshire, a “Combe”), 





   
  —
       



       

    —     
 —      

          
youngest of Mr. Vanstone’s two daughters (and two only 


           










  
still unexplained, the youngest of Mr. Vanstone’s children 
        


           
         
—


 —          


         

       

       
   
        
 
          
 
     
         

      —  
        
          
—
           

   —   
  —  
        
          
         








girl’s exuberant vitality asserted itself all ov    
—’
’       
        
        —


        —
         
         
       
         
    
       —  
         

—
 




       
     
household authorities. In Miss Garth’s favorite phrase, 
“Magdalen was born with all the senses—   
”

         
       
The name had been borne by one of Mr. Vanstone’s sisters, who 

—
’
   —      
    
—       
      
      







           


“Late again!” said Mrs. Vanstone, as Magdalen breathlessly 


“Late again!” chimed in Miss Garth, when Magdalen came her 
way next. “Well?” she went on, taking the girl’s chin familiarly in 

that the youngest daughter, with all her faults, was the governess’s 
—“         
         
morning?”

“Suffering!” repeated Magdalen, recovering her breath, and the 
use of her tongue with it. “I don’t know the meaning of the word: 
if there’s anything the matter with me, I’m too well. Suffering! I’m 

the day after. Oh,” cried Magdalen, dropping into a chair and 
crossing her hands rapturously on the table, “how I do lik
pleasure!”

“Come! that’s explicit at any rate,” said Miss Garth. “I think 
  


“ ‘Men some to business, some to pleasure take,



But every woman is at heart a rake.’ ”

“The deuce she is!” crie     

heels. “Well; live and learn. If you’re all rakes, Miss Garth, the 
   
            
—’”

“Howd’yedo, papa?” said Magdalen, taking Mr. Vanstone as 

           
daughter’s convenience. “I’m the rake Mis  
——







—

            

as it doesn’t send us to bed at eleven o’clock.”

Mr. Vanstone sat down composedly under his daughter’s flow 
    
from that quarter. “If I am to be allowed my choice of 
amusements next time,” said the worthy gentleman, “I think a 
          
themselves amazingly, my dear,” he continued, addressing his 
wife. “More          




          
         
way, what did they call it?”

“A symphony, papa,” re

“Yes, you darling old Goth, a symphony by the great 
Beethoven!” added Magdalen. “How can you say you were not 
   
with the unpronounceable name? Don’t you remember the faces 
          
     
—”

      

position, and produced an imitation of the unfortunate singer’s 

         
     









“Letters, papa. I want the key,” said Magdalen, passing from 





easy to see where Magdalen’s unmethodical habits came from.

“I dare say I have left it in the library, along with my other 
keys,” said Mr. Vanstone. “Go and look for it, my dear.”

“You really should check Magdalen,” pleaded Mrs. Vanstone, 
         
“Those habits of mimicry are growing on her; and she speaks to 
you with a levity which it is positively shocking to hear.”

“Exactly what I have said myself, till I am tired of repeating it,” 
remarked Miss Garth. “She treats Mr. Vanstone as if he was a 
kind of younger brother of hers.”

“You are kind to us in everything else, papa; and you make 
kind allowances for Magdalen’s high spirits—’”
’’
  


“Thank you, my dear,” said good  
“Thank you for a very pretty speech. As for Magdalen,” he 
continued, addressing his wife and Miss Garth, “she’s an 
           
heart’s content. Time enough to break her to harness when she 
older.”

         
    
           

          


“Two for Norah,” she announced, beginning with her sister. 
“Three for Miss Garth. None for mamma. One for me. And the 
   
letters, don’t you?” pursued Magdalen, dropping the postman’s 
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character and assuming the daughter’s. “How you will grumble 



  
Bristol Theater’s open, papa,” she whispered, slyly and suddenly, in 
her father’s ear; “I saw it in the newspaper when I we  
library to get the key. Let’s go tomorrow night!”

       
          

         


         
          —


“An American letter, papa!” she said. “Who do you know at 
New Orleans?”

     


Mr. Vanstone said nothing. He quietly removed his daughter’s 




attention which attracted Miss Garth’s notice, and Norah’s, as 
well as Magdalen’s.




           
         
          
        
    
         




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         


          

     —  — 



         


“What the matter, papa?” she a

“Nothing,” said Mr. Vanstone, sharply, without looking up at 


“I’m sure there must be something,” persisted Magdalen. “I’m 
sure there is bad news, papa, in that American letter.”

“There is nothing in the letter that concerns ,” said Mr. 


          
   
        


          
         
Mr. Vanstone’s hearty morning appetite, like his hearty morning 

—


“Norah,” he said, after an interval, “you needn’t wait for me. 
Magdalen, my dear, you can go when you like.”



         


“What can have happened?” whispered Norah, as they closed 








“What does papa mean by being cross with me?” exclaimed 


“May I ask—        ’
”

“Right?” repeated Magdalen. “I have no secrets from papa—

insulted.”

“If you considered yourself properl 
your own business,” said the plainspoken Miss Garth, “you 
     
   
which end of her’s uppermost.”

       
acknowledged Miss Garth’s reproof by banging the door.



     —  
    —   
         



“I hear mamma in the hall,” said Norah. “Perhaps she is 
coming to tell us something.”

       




“I bring news, my dears, which will surprise you,” she said, 
addressing her daughters. “Your father and I are going to London 
tomorrow.”

        

         
words, “Going to London!”

“Without us?” added Magdalen.







“Your father and I are going alone,” said Mrs. Vanstone. 
“Perhaps, for as long as three —    
”— —“     
’—
—
”

       

           




defiance of Miss Garth’s prohibition and her sister’s 
          

She said, “It’s only me, papa;” and waited for the answer. “I’m 
busy now, my dear,” was the answer. “Don’t disturb me.”

     
          
    
      
       
       

   

         
        

           

          

        



“Family affairs?” thought Miss Garth, pondering over Mrs. 
Vanstone’s vague explanatory words. “I have lived twelve years at 







         
          
What does it mean? Change? I suppose I’m getting old. I don’t 
like change.”









At ten o’clock the next morning Norah and Magdalen stood alone 



           
explanation of that mysterious “family business” to which Mrs. 
          
         


       —  
      
—






her parents. Norah’s customary reserve strengthened into sullen 
—           
        
  
“’—
  used!” With those words, the  
followed her sister’s example by seating herself on a hall chair and 


   
       



“Look up, both of you, if you please, and listen to me,” said 
Miss Garth. “If we are all three to be comfortable and happy 








             
—
           

 —      
          

          
fingers on the keys of the piano instead? We’ll lunch at one, and 


longer, as sure as my name’s Garth, I’ll give your mother written 
     
forty.”

        
          




maintain a sort of friendly authority over Mr. Vanstone’s 


       

under Mr. Vanstone’s roof to be parted with for any purely formal 
          
  

         
             
what companionable assistance she could render to Norah’s 

over Magdalen’s music. Such were the terms on which Miss 
ident in Mr. Vanstone’s family.

   
          









            


   

   
      —
       
         



         
      
passed him, and was now following them. “He keeps on Norah’s 
side of the road,” she said, mischievously. “I’m not the 
—’.”


    
    





        




         

  

 —     
       
           
          
           
 







         


           
         
         
            


          
      
        
    

        

         


“This is the residence of Mr. Vanstone, I believe?” he began, 
            
“Have I the honor of addressing a member of Mr. Vanstone’s 
family?”

“Yes,” said the plainspoken Miss Garth. “You are addressing 
Mr. Vanstone’s governess.”

  —’
—   —  


“And the two young ladies,” he went on, “the two young ladies 
who were walking with you are doubtless Mr. Vanstone’s 
      

—”

“You are acquainted with Mrs. Vanstone, I suppose?” said 
Miss Garth, interrupting the stranger’s flow of language, which, 
         
  










“The younger lady,” he proceeded, “takes after her father, I 


 —     
”

Once more Miss Garth attempted to stem the man’s flow of 

—        

       ’   
 


“You may be a friend of the family, though I don’t remember 
your face,” said Miss Garth. “What may your commands be, if 
you please? Did you come here to pay Mrs. Vanstone a visit?”

“I had anticipated the pleasure of communicating with Mrs. 
Vanstone,” a     
civil man. “How is she?”

“Much as usual,” said Miss Garth, feeling her resources of 


“Is she at home?”

“No.”

“Out for long?”

“Gone to London with Mr. Vanstone.”

The man’s long f   
         



“Is Mrs. Vanstone’s absence likely to ex   
lengthened period?” he inquired.

“It will extend over three weeks,” replied Miss Garth. “I think 
you have now asked me questions enough,” she went on, 







beginning to let her temper get the better of her at last. “Be so 

            
writing to her by tonight’s post, and I can take charge of it.”

“A thousand thanks! A most valuable suggestion. Permit me to 
ediately.”

He was not in the least affected by the severity of Miss Garth’s 
—
          

          
 
        
—
——
’

“I shall feel personally obliged if you will honor me by 
enclosing that card in your letter,” he said. “There is no necessit




       
Vanstone’s two charming daughters; I have become acquainted 
with an honored preceptress in Mr. Vanstone’s family. I 
 —     
—    —   
”

           

          
       
   —       
—


         



















         
         
 
 —         


          
   
    
          
declared that the name on his card would recall “a family matter” 
to Mrs. Vanstone’s
on the stranger’s part, without any intelligible reason for making 
           



between the “family affairs” which had taken Mr. and Mrs. 
Vanstone so suddenly from home and the “family matter” 
associated with the name of Captain Wragge. Miss Garth’s doubts 
     
Mrs. Vanstone, with the captain’s card added by way of 




          
         
           

         










Mrs. Vanstone’s letter extended to some length. The first part of 
       
         


It appeared from Mrs. Vanstone’s statement that her mother 
had been twice married. Her mother’s first husband had been a 
—

“”
by her first husband; and had afterward married Mrs. Vanstone’s 
         
            
young woman; and, in course of years, her mother’s family 
        
           
       —

 


       


    son of her mother’s first husband, by 
that husband’s first wife, not even the widest stretch of courtesy 
could have included him at any time in the list of Mrs. Vanstone’s 


 

himself to Mr. Vanstone’s notice, and take unblushing advantage 
nstone’s generosity. Shrinking, naturally, from allowing 




           


       
         







         
      
and now upon another, of her mother’s family. Possessed of 

          
           


             
  

        

          
          

          

         
          



        
Mrs. Vanstone’s character which Miss Garth, after many years of 
       

      
         
      
          
         


    


         

          
   








   


 


        
         
say that she would at once set all Miss Garth’s doubts at rest, so 
  
          
         
 
         



    
        

 —          

         
       
   
      


            

    




      
          
  
  — 
       








        
          
         
           





     



    
        


        
      
          

  
Mr. Vanstone’s departure, no share in occasioning his wife’s 

 
    —     

   



    
   
         
        
  

     









          
        

 










        
     

   
    
—   
’
’
           
    —     
  


          



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          

           



          
  
       



Vanstone’s return—











         
          
        
        
         
         
         
           
         



   


           


to be no other than “Mr. Francis Clare.”

         nstone’s 


        
      


          
          
         
well. Mr. Clare’s b
Mr. Clare’s life. He had been a widower for many years past, and 
    

        
   
went to school, Mr. Clare said “goodbye” to them—“
”           
         







         
         

           
with a duster in her hand, from one year’s end to the other. His 
        

           
    
          





         


“Mr. Clare’s worst side was his outside”—   
 
        
          
          
philosopher’s study, and 
      — 
 
        

         
      
strengthened on Mr. Vanstone’s side by a hearty interest in his 
ghbor’s three sons—   
 
           


“I look at those boys,” the philosopher was accustomed to say, 
“with a per
           






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        

—
           
             

    
they clear themselves off the community by running away, I don’t 
myself profess to see what is to be done with them.”

Fortunately for the boys, Mr. Vanstone’s views were still fast 
        


they were mercifully allowed the run of Mr. Vanstone’s paddock; 
        

     
         
  
whom his neighbor was attempting to tame. “You and your wife 
are excellent people,” he used to say to Mr. Vanstone. “I respect 

 — 
—
 ’     
”

          
          

           
   

 
shifted his own character as Frank’s father on Mr. Vanstone’s 
—    ’ 


“It’s the finest chance for Frank that could possibly have 
happened,” cried Mr. Vanstone, in a glow of fatherly enthusiasm.







“My good fellow, he won’t take it,” retorted Mr. Clare, with 


“But he take it,” persisted Mr. Vanstone.

“Say he shall have a mathematical head,” rejoined Mr. Clare; 
“say he shall possess industry, ambition, and firmness of purpose. 
Pooh! pooh! you don’t look at him with my impartial eyes. I say, 
        
—”

“Hang your negatives!” shouted Mr. Vanstone. “I don’t care a 
         
splendid chance; and I’ll lay you any wager you like he makes the 
best of it.”

“I am not rich enough to lay wagers, usually,” replied Mr. 
Clare; “but I think I have got a guinea about the house 
somewhere; and I’ll lay you that guinea Frank comes back on our 
hands like a bad shilling.”

“Done!” said Mr. Vanstone. “No: stop a minute! I won’t do the 
lad’s character the injustice of backing it at even money. I’ll lay 


pocus you bring it about by, I don’t pretend to know; but 

instead of you. Ah yes! give you time, and you’ll defend yourself. 
I won’t give you time; I won’t have any of your special pleading. 
Black’s white according to you. I don’t care: it’s black for
   —   
’’”

        



 Mr. Vanstone’s friend communicated with 

  —      
        
       
         







           

—
      


         

—
          

       ’
friend to the attention of Frank’s father. On   
        
with Mr. Clare. “One of these days you’ll wish you hadn’t laid 
that wager,” said the cynic philosopher. “One of these days I shall 
r guinea,” cried the 
sanguine friend. Two years had then passed since Frank’s 
        


Two days after Mr. Vanstone’s return from London, he was 
         
enough to look over his letters, delivered by the morning’s post. 

           
          
—
      

return of Frank to his father’s house.

       
Vanstone’s pocket, the object of it was traveling home, as fast as 

 
          
   —  —  








       
philosopher’s composure was not to be shaken by any such trifle 
           



“Exactly what I predicted,” said Mr. Clare. “Don’t interrupt me 
by making explanations; and don’t frighten the cat. If there is 

    
to Mr. Vanstone: ‘Father’s compliments, sir, and I have come 
            
           
hopes you’ll mind what he says to you another time.’ That is the 
message. Shut the door after you. Good night.”


        
         


         


          
         
         
         


  
better advantage in a woman’s face—   

 

         
 —       
          










          
found in the remotest recesses of Mr. Vanstone’s capacious 


          


          
after three years’ trial, being the conviction on both sides, the 
         



        
         
      
         



Many men would have thought the engineer’s statement rather 
       

subject of Frank’s future. Mr. Vanstone was too easy
 —         
        —  
’
   
            
           

gentleman patted Frank on the shoulder. “Cheer up, my lad!” said 
Mr. Vanstone. “         
won the wager this time!”


    —     
    

led by Magdalen (who had been Frank’s favorite playfellow in 








an effort. He was “Frank” with all of them but Norah, who 
persisted in addressing him as “Mr. Clare.” Even the account he 

s night, failed to disturb Norah’s gravity. 
          
           
          
Clare’s speech of welcome  

   
 room. “Mr. Marrable, Mrs. Marrable, and Miss 
ifton.”


    
         
 
left behind; but Miss Garth, after granting five minutes’ grace, 
           


“No, no,” said Mr. Vanstone, detaining him. “Don’t go. These 
people won’t stop long. Mr. Marrable’sa merchant at Bristol. I’ve 


        — 
’’
 
”

       
Mr. Vanstone took Frank’s arm 
          

          
   —    —
      — 
’         


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“Papa! the dream of my whole life is realized,” she said, as 
soon as she could speak. “I shall fly through the roof of the 
greenhouse if somebody doesn’t hold me down. The Marrables 
        —
’re going to give at Evergreen Lodge!”

“A ball!” said Mr. Vanstone, without a moment’s hesitation.

“Private Theatricals!!!” cried Magdalen, her clear young voice 
         
          
   ped her hands ecstatically in the air. “
    — , by the famous what’s
—           
       
shakes her head; and Miss Garth looks daggers; and Norah’s as 
—       
”

as she whispered the next words. “Say yes, and I’ll be a good girl 
ife.”

“A good girl?” repeated Mr. Vanstone—“    
         
have to go indoors and see about this matter. You needn’t throw 
away your cigar, Frank. You’re well out of the business, and you 
can stop here.”

“No, he can’t,” said Magdalen. “He’s in the business, too.”

        
         


“Yes,” continued Magdalen, answering his blank look of 
 e. “You are to act. Miss Marrable 

    
       —
’ ”      ’ 
“  ’       ’  
        
          







          
mouth and settles the whole question. Dear me, I’m wandering. 
—”

“I beg your pardon,” began Frank, attempting, at this point, to 


“The second character in the play,” pursued Magdalen, without 
taking the smallest notice of the protest, “is Falkland— 


    —     
 ‘
that we can’t find a gentleman who will grapple with the hideous 
difficulties of Falkland.’ Of cours
‘I’ve got the gentleman, and he shall grapple immediately.’—‘
’—‘’—‘And where is he?’—
‘   ’—‘    
’—‘’
 ’   —  
—  —   —
”

“It’s a compliment, I know, to be asked to act,” said Frank, in 
 sment. “But I hope you and Miss Marrable will 
—”

“Certainly not. Miss Marrable and I are both remarkable for the 
         

e introduced.”

“But I never tried to act. I don’t know how.”

“Not of the slightest consequence. If you don’t know how, 
come to me and I’ll teach you.”

“You!” exclaimed Mr. Vanstone. “What do you know about 
it?”

“Pray, papa, be serious! I have the strongest
        — 
’     
”







She took her father’s arm, and moved on with him to the door 
        
            
     
  —      
——     

          

supple firmness, its seductive, serpentine grace. “Come!” she said, 
f her head. “Come, Frank!”

          



—
  —       
         


to the left led back to his father’s cottage—



—
        
      —   


           
—

   —       
’










Mr. Vanstone’s     
  
        
          


        — 
         

    
    
         
       

         
        
   

    —   
        
—


        —   

        
         



matter of course, appropriated to herself the part of “Lydia 
Languish.” One of her favored swains next secured “Captain 
Absolute,” and another laid violent hands on “Sir Lucius 
O’Trigger.” These two were followed by an accommodating 







   
of “Mrs. Malaprop”—     
           
       



          
—
          
—         

 —    
—
         
 ’
penitently, under serious family pressure, at the week’s end. 
        
      


        
        
       

the representative of “Sir Anthony Absolute”; the stage
 
  
    —    
  —       
“”        

        —
“”
  “” ’   


         
“Lucy”; remarked that she appeared to great advantage in the first 
          







     



          
        

        
        
ladies for a “Lucy,” and to the universe for a “Falkland,” with the 


   —   
      ’   
’—


      
          
       
       
       
 

at home. The “parts” of “Lucy” and “Falkland” (which the 
       
      
spot. Frank’s faint remonstrances were rejected without a hearing; 

           
—
       


 


“If any more visitors call today,” she said, with the profoundest 
gravity of look and manner, “I am not at home. This is a far more 
         
yourself, Frank, and read over your part, and don’t let your 
           







—’
—
 
          
—
”

Before Miss Garth’s battery of reproof could open fire, before 
 urst of Mr. Vanstone’s hearty laughter could escape 


run, and retired then and there to the bedroom regions. Frank’s 



faces of the friends about him. “I know I can’t do it,” he 
“May I come in after tea, and hear Magdalen’s views? Thank 
—’     ’     
”
          

—


Frank’s departure left the family by themselves, and was the 
       one’s inveterate 


“What could you possibly be thinking of, Andrew, when you 
gave your consent?” said Mrs. Vanstone. “Surely my silence was 
a sufficient warning to you to say no?”

“A mistake, Mr. Vanstone,” chimed in Miss Garth. “Made 
—”

“It may be a mistake,” said Norah, taking her father’s part, as 
usual. “But I really don’t see how papa, or anyone else, could 
have declined, under the circumstances.”

“Quite right, my dear,” observed Mr. Vanstone. “The 


other, mad to act. I couldn’t say I had methodistical objections—




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’    
         

       — ’

  —
’—’’”

        
        


“I didn’t say so to papa,” said Norah, taking her mother’s arm 
on the way back to the house, “but the bad result of the acting, in 

Magdalen and Francis Clare.”

“You are prejudiced against Frank, my love,” said Mrs. 


Norah’s soft, secret, hazel eyes sank to the ground; she said no 
  —   
—
      —   
“What is your head running on now?” thought Miss Garth, 
casting a sharp look at Norah’s dark, downcast face. “You’re one 
         
perversities; I can see daylight through her. You’re as dark as 
night.”

         


—
         
       
           

Magdalen’s room, knocked twice at the door, received no answer, 


         
       
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          
     
her sat the lady’s
of her young mistress’s hair, with the sleepy resignation of a 
         
         
           



    
 
 ter of little luxuries that adorn the shrine of a woman’s 
        
         

of movement in the maid’s hand and arm, as she drew 
the comb smoothly through and through her mistress’s hair—
       
            
          
—




Magdalen’s curious fancy for having her hair combed at all 
         

father’s  
 
  
         
priate. The girl’s fervid temperament intensified the 

           
       
ep that it did irresistibly suggest a pet cat’s enjoyment 










Magdalen’s part. Feeling, therefore, some curiosity to know how 
          
         


“All the afternoon, miss, off and on,” was the weary answer. 
“Miss Magdalen says it soothes her feelings and clears her mind.”

       

          
   —  — 
into the future. Miss Garth was prophetically pitying Magdalen’s 


          
       
Magdalen’s appetite would have terrified those feeble 
       
        
          
    —
  “      ” 
observed, with the demurest gravity. “The next difficulty is to 

—         
—
    —     
”

    

         
 
the evening’s occupation by slipping in compliments sidelong she 
         


        

      —  












        
book for the night. “She’s wonderfully 
clever, isn’t she?” said Frank, taking leave of Mr. Vanstone at the 
hall door. “I’m to come tomorrow, and hear more of her views—
’
           
head. Discouraging, isn’t it? Goodnight.”


 s evening Mrs. Vanstone’s spirits had been sadly 
         

—      
  ’     
  —        


          
—
 —and had relieved Mrs. Vanstone’s mind 
          

of her until she was safely back again in her father’s house. 

       — 
   —   

        ’ 

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

“I hope Miss Vanstone knows her part?” whispered Mrs. 



“If airs and graces make an actress, ma’am, Magdalen’s 
performance will astonish us all.” With that reply, Miss Garth 
  



             


           
       , “Fag” and 
“The Coachman,” appeared on the scene—
        “ 
”—       
   —      —

heartily behind the scenes. “Silence, gentlemen, if you please,” 
remonstrated the cheerful manager. “As loud as you like  
stage, but the audience mustn’t hear you    
with the ‘Street in Bath’; 
it’s going up crooked! Face this way, Miss Marrable; full face, if 
   —”    
“”—“
”Lucy opened the scene in these words: “Indeed, 
ma’am, I traversed half the town in search of it: I don’t believe 
there’s a circulating library in Bath I haven’t been at.” The 
manager started in his chair. “My heart alive! she speaks out 
without telling!” The dialogue went on. Lucy produced the novels 
for Miss Lydia Languish’s private reading from under her cloak. 








     
       

   —   ’ 
—     ’  
—       
     
hard at Miss Garth. “I beg your pardon, ma’am,” he said. “Miss 
Marrable told me, before we began, that this was the young lady’s 
first attempt. It can’t be, surely!”

“It is,” replied Miss Garth, reflecting the manager’s look of 
amazement on her own face. Was it possible that Magdalen’s 

    —    


           
       
        
         
Malaprop’s mistakes in language so seriously, and took such 
        
         
      the company, in the person of “Sir 
Anthony Absolute,” expressed the age and irascibility of his 
   
        
       




        
        —
           



      —   
     —








            
    —  
             

you please)? The manager’s cheerful face b
  

         
           
  

         
          
         
       
escaped him in spite of himself. “She can take a hint!” cried the 
  
“She’s a born actress, if ever there was one yet!”

“I hope not,” said Miss Garth to herself, taking up the work 
   
   
        
   —     

           


         
       
Lucius and Fag. Here, again, Magdalen’s inexperience betrayed 
—        
      “”
         
     “”   
“with such a small part as hers.” “Heaven forgive me!” thought 
Miss Garth, coming round unwillingly to the general opinion. “I 
     
tomorrow.” One of Mr. Marrable’s servants entered the theater as 

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the man behind the scene with a message: “Miss Vanstone has 

me.” The servant returned with a polite apology: “Miss 
Vanstone’s kind love, and she begs to be excused—’
”
         
      
—
“Thanks to Miss Vanstone,” observed the manager, who had 
heard the prompting. “She pulled him through. We shall be flat 
       
audience have seen the last of her. It’s a thousand pities she hasn’t 
tter part!”

“It’s a thousand mercies she’s no more to do than she has,” 
muttered Miss Garth, overhearing him. “As things are, the people 
can’t well turn her head with applause. She’s out of the play in the 
—’”

         
Miss Garth’s mind was well regulated; therefore, logically 

        
       


 
         


         
    
         
refreshments, which Mr. Marrable’s hospitality kept ready spread 
      
           
       
           
         
         

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        
—


   
her daughter. “My dear,” she said, with an aspect of awful 
composure, “we are under a Curse.” Before the amazed dramatic 

room. The manager’s professional eye followed her out 
—          






   
        
 

       

——



   
—
     —     
—
—
          
         



    
           
      









         
         
Miss Marrable’s hand; and stopped the threatened catastrophe.

“She’s an ugly, bald  aged wretch!” 

over the heads of the company. “But I can tell her one thing—
’’”

“Bravo!” cried the chorus of gentlemen— 
         


“If you want the truth, I don’t shrink from owning it,” 
continued Magdalen. “I’m one of the ladies she means. I said she 
she has.”

“I am the other lady,” added the spinster relative. “But I only 
said she was too stout for the part.”

“I am the gentleman,” chimed in Frank, stimulated by the force 
of example. “I said nothing—”

        


“Stop! Stop!” she said. “You can’t settle the difficulty that way. 
If Magdalen plays Julia, who is to play Lucy?”




“Stuff and nonsense!” cried Magdalen, “the thing’s simple 
enough, I’ll act Julia and Lucy both together.”

The manager was consulted on the spot. Suppressing Lucy’s 

 
of importance necessary to the accomplishment of Magdalen’s 
project. Lucy’s two telling scenes, at the end of the first and 
      
         









    went on; Magdalen learning Julia’s 
         
     
    


part. “You foolish fellow, how am I to do without you? You’re 
Julia’s jealous lover; you’re always making Julia cry. Come 
time. You haven’t got a venomous 
old woman in a wig to act with now. It’s  heart you’re to 
—”



The four days’ interval passed busily in perpetual rehearsals, 
       
        
         
           
     
       



         
        
  
difficulty in drawing up the curtain. “Fag” and “the Coachman,” 
           

 
to “come off”; and went off accordingly, in every respect sadder 

Miss Marrable as “Lydia Languish,” gracefully seated, very 
       
         
—       
       “ 
”







“Fag” and “the Coachman” to “come off.” A responsive titter 
       
       
—



first entrance, as “Julia.” She was dressed very plainly in dark 
 
         

          
         
           
——

        

           
           
       
      
“Julia’s” character, by seizing no less a person than 

     
—         


cool appropriation of Norah’s identity to theatrical purposes on 
——
applause on Magdalen’s exit. She had won two incontestable 
 


         
        



But the event of the evening was still to come. Magdalen’s 
          







“Lucy”—        
         
          
—

         
        
         


 —       
       
    

         
        
        
   —
  —   ’


        


the guests assembled in her father’s house: and good


        



          
hope. And this on Miss Marrable’s own birthday! and this in her 
father’s house! and this after the unutterable sacrifices of six weeks 
      
        
misfortune was now consummated by Magdalen’s success.

         
         








use; really bent on ascertaining whether Magdalen’s head had 
           

      
          
         
         
Noticing Miss Garth’s mute look of inquiry, the civil little m
          
merely asking the favor of Miss Vanstone’s recommendation at 


“This is not the last time the young lady will be concerned in 
private theatricals, I’ll answer for it,” said the manager. “And if a 
         

miss, at that address.” Saying those words, he bowed again, and 



           
  
contained nothing but the manager’s name, and, under it, the 


“It is not worth the trouble of keeping,” said Miss Garth.

         
—    —  


“I promised to recommend him,” she said—“ ’ 

       — ’ 
”          
—“”

“I will congratulate you when you have got over it,” said Miss 


          
         
   
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         
          
       
 —         


“Oh, Frank!” she said, looking round at him as he put the cloak 
on her shoulders, “I am so sorry it’s all over! Come tomorrow 
morning, and let’s talk aboutit by ourselves.”

“In the shrubbery at ten?” asked Frank, in a whisper.

   

        
         
underlying tenderness in Magdalen’s assumed gayety of 
—        
confidential readiness in her hand, as she took Frank’s arm and 
           

           



The lines on Miss Garth’s face deepened and hardened: she 
        ah’s 
        
   —       












         
   
         
        

  of the evening’s entertainment. The governess 
         



         
    
 
 —
           


 

      

      
  
the philosopher’s sarcastic indignation by an account of the 

        
   —    



            

        
  







          

of his father’s cottage. Magdalen advanced to meet her sister, 




“Luncheontime already!” she said, looking at her watch. 
“Surely not?”

“Have you and Mr. Francis Clare been alone 
since ten o’clock?” asked Norah.

“        
don’t you call him Frank?”

“I asked you a question, Magdalen.”

“Dear me, how black you look this morning! I’m in disgrace, I 
suppose. Haven’t you for 
couldn’t help it, love; I should have made nothing of Julia, if I 
hadn’t taken you for my model. It’s quite a question of art. In 
your place, I should have felt flattered by the selection.”

“In 
mimicked my sister to an audience of strangers.”

“That’s exactly why I did it—    
were they to know? Come! come! don’t be angry. You are eight 
—
”

“I will set you an example of plain
             
now!”

“What next, I wonder? You meet me in the shrubbery at home, 

             
glaring impropriety, is it? ‘   .’ You wanted 
    —        
”

“I am in earnest about this, Magdalen—”
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“Not a doubt of it. Nobody can accuse you of ever making 
jokes.”

“I am seriously sorry—”

“Oh, dear!”

“It is quite useless to interrupt me. I have it o
  —   —      
          
”

“Poor Frank! How you do hate him, to be sure. What on ea
has he done to offend you?”

Norah’s self

          
ir and caught it. “Once!” she said—
“”—“—”
           
          


“You are treating me heartlessly,” she said. “For shame, 
—”



      
 —      —
 

         
    Norah’s face was the first to change; 
Norah’s head was the first to turn away. She dropped her sister’s 


“I try to keep my temper,” she said, “and you call me heartless 
 
be.”

Norah clasped her trembling hands fast in each other. “Hard on 
you!” she said, in low, mournful tones—
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        


“Yes!” she resumed, doggedly. “Hard on me and hard on 
Frank.”

“Frank!” repeated Norah, advancing on her sister and turning 
denly as she had turned red. “Do you talk of yourself 
     
? Is he so near and so dear to you as that?”

          
          
threw it on the ground. “What right have you to question me?” 
she broke out on a sudden. “Whether I like Frank, or whether I 
don’t, what interest is it of yours?” As she said the words, she 
          


Norah, turning paler and paler, barred the way to her. “If I hold 
you by main force,” she said, “you shall stop and hear me. I have 

orthy of a moment’s serious feeling on your part; he is 
unworthy of our dear, good, kindhearted father’s interest in him. 
      
—

           
         

—
—

—

lips! Magdalen! this will end ill. For God’s sake, think of 
what I have said to you, and control yourself before it is too late!” 
        







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“You are so violent,” she said, “and so unlike yourself, that I 


you are unreasonably angry with me because I won’t hate him, 
too. Don’t, Norah! you hurt my hand.”

Norah pushed the hand from her contemptuously. “I shall 
never hurt your heart,” she said; and suddenly turned her back


        
    —— 



uneasily. “Oh, dear, dear!” she thought to herself, “why didn’t 
Frank go when I told him?” She hesitated, and went back a few 
steps. “There’s Norah standing on her dignity, as obstinate as 
ever.” She stopped again. “What had I better do? I hate 
quarreling: I think I’ll make up.” She ventured close to her sister 
and touched her on the shoulder. Norah never moved. “It’s not 
   into a passion,” thought Magdalen, touching her 
again; “but when she does, what a time it lasts her!—”
“ ’ 

’    —’     —
there the kiss is, in spite of you!”

          
            

since the warm outpouring of Norah’s heart had burst through all 

—


         
. “It’s 
papa!” cried Magdalen. “Come, Norah—”

     





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 



