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



      


         

      
       




👤👤👤👤
      

    


     
      
     


     
    


     
       
      












📚📚📚📚
    

       


 
      



        
      


 
      




✒️✒️
     

      


     
      























       

       
     

       

      
—

      
       
     
        

     
    
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      
      
       


     
      
     
    
      
       

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  




     

       
        
        


        
        
      
——


       
        
caught by the usual lure of walkers that it “might prove 
a short cut.” The short

       
   
        

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thick. Decision was most difficult. “I’m muddled,” he 
thought; “I must be tired,” as at length he chose the 
most likely arm. “Sooner or later it will bring me to an 
inn, though not the one I intended.” He accepted his 
walker’s luck, and started briskly. The arm read, “Over 
Litacy Hill” in small, fi
          
 
        
   


       
         
        





 —    
        

       
explanation, though perhaps “interpretation” was the 

 
 
—? And why did he go now “over 
Litacy Hill”?
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       

           
         
     — 
     —  
       

        
almost like onomatopœic words, if that were possible of 
sight. Neither “rags” nor “rascal” would have fitted 



          

         
hout a second’s hesitation, gave it, also in 
German, “ ”—   
         

with the covert insolence of tramps, “T’ank you; much
opliged.” For Martin had not shown his watch—


        




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 
         
         —


         

         

        

   


“How covertly they watched me!” was his thought, 
         
   


      
      
       

of these things that haunted him as “unexplained.” They 

          
       
someone else’s scenery, and was trespassing upon 
another’s map of life. By some wrong  
        
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        
      
     —  
      
        
      

      
      —



          
       
       
       
     
         
       



       

         
        
 —     
  
         
         








   

    
      
       
  
        

        
         

        


      


 

         
         

—   


        

       









        
         

 
        
        
       
torture. It was worse than a “cooked” balance of the 
       
         


         


      
        
       
——


      
        
         
       

   
      
        







      


        
         

        
        
   —   
      —

       
       
  
          

         
       
—

 

       


      
          
       
        

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—



     

         
       


         
“You turn to the left at the crossroads,” Martin broke in 
before the landlord could reply; “you’ll see the sign
about two miles from here, and after that it’s a matter of 
four miles more.” How in the world did he know, 
flashed horribly through him. “I’m going that way 
myself,” he was saying next; “I’ll go with you for a 
—if you don’t mind!” The words came out 

        
         


        
         
        


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“T’ank you; much opliged,” the tramp replied, 
        
       

       



          
      
       


         
     
interfere in the private business of another’s hidden life 


      
him mad. He had no “fact” to go upon.... He smothered 



         
    —  
          


           
—







   


little “Photographic Studio” in the side

beyond Shepherd’s Bush 
         

       
      
       



       
        
   
tails of Mr. Mortimer Jenkyn, “Photographic Artist,” as 
          
         




         









         
      — 


         






     
        

        


“Good evening,” Mr. Jenkyn said, washing his 
         

“sir,” feeling it wiser to be on the safe side, when the 

         —



“Ah, it’s you, Mr. Wilson!” he stammered, making 
         
“Pardon me; I did not quite catch your face——
just shutting up.” The other bowed his head in reply. 
“Won’t you come in? Do, please.”




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
       


         
        
        



   
his flurry that he was in his “Sunday best.” Evidently he 
         
       
   


         


          
        
      

  

         
         


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—



sharply to practical considerations. “Forgive me,” he 
said, a trifle thickly, confusedly, “but I—— 
         
course. I’ve had such a busy day, and—’ardly looked 
for a customer so late.” The clock, as he spoke, struck 

ran another reflection: “A man shouldn’t ’ave his 
picture taken when he’s ill and next door to dying. Lord! 
He’ll want a lot of touchingup and finishin’, too!”

—
usual rigmarole of his “profession,” and the other, 
   
   
       
     
      
         
   
        

        
  
       
      —  

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        


“It must be a flashlight, of course, Mr. Wilson,” he 
 

       


  

     
—   



—       



    

—
at no one! When he says “at no one,” however, he 
qualifies it thus: “There was a quick flash of brilliant 
—
    —’   ’im— 

out of the camera’s field of vision. It left me blinded, I 
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assure you, ’alf blinded, and that’s a fac’. It was sheer 
dazzling!”

 
         
        

—
        
      
    
          
       
disappeared “almost as though he hadn’t never been 
there at all”—       
  



        

    

        
very chair. “It wasn’t 
sort of dreamin’, then,” ran through his disordered and 
frightened mind. “I did see something ...!” He 
       


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forth. “Maybe,” he thought with confusion, 
“something’s going to ’appen to !” Further than that 
      
       
     
       
      
         

       



         


        
   
      
         
    
       
      

 
he remembers all of it. “Singular, yes, these last words 
of dying men,” the tall man was saying, “very singular. 
You remember Newman’s: ‘More light,’ wasn’t it?” 
The bookseller nodded. “Fine,” he said, “fine, that!” 
  
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pens. “This, too, was fine in its way,” the gentleman 
added, straightening up to go; “the old promise, you see, 
     
       
         
I’ve known him he never broke his word....”

       
heard in the bookseller’s voice, as he moved towards the 
door: “...You see, he was half   

‘I promised the wife, I promised the wife.’ And it was a 
job, I’m told, getting him back again ... he struggled so. 
That’s what finished him so quick, I suppose. Fifteen 
         
always the same, ‘I promised the wife’....”


his purchases. “When did it ’appen?” he heard himself 

          
down the street a minute later to his house: “Close on 
six o’clock—
      

that he’d forgotten to see you about his picture 
being taken. Yes, very sad, very sad indeed.”


          

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be developed by his assistant. “Defective plate, sir,” was 
the report in due course; “shows nothing but a flash of 
—uncommonly brilliant.” “Make a print of it all the 
same,” was the reply. Six months later, when he 


      

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