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






















          
      
   
















“”







Maurice Marie Émile Leblanc
        
charming, elusive master thief Arsène Lupin left an 

rant era of Belle Époque France, Leblanc redefined 
       
          





       

        
        


       
Leblanc’s heart belonged entirely to literature.


     
       
       
       

















The Birth of Arsène Lupin
Leblanc’s destiny changed forever in 1905. Pierre 



  
success of Arthur Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes.

      
   
The Arrest of Arsène  
d'Arsène Lupin     

      
       
     
         





       

Arsène Lupin  
        



      
      
       

     
        












       
      
Légion d'honneur 







        


 The Extraordinary Adventures of Arsène Lupin, 
    
of the first nine short stories that introduced Lupin’s 


 Arsène Lupin versus 
legendary battle of wits between the world’s greatest 


      
       
        


       
      


      







 
         





      


      
        
   
         
       


        

Arsène Lupin, remains an immortal pop 

   

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
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










       

       
       
       
       
         
        
     
       
 


        



mysterious force intervenes from the shadows. Arsène 

         






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Experience one of Maurice Leblanc’s most suspe
      
      
      
      


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




        

    the little space, planted with trees, opposite the Musée Galliéra, where the Rue de Chail    Charron meet. One wore an infantryman’s sky
   

        
    



         
      
             
  


        the Rue Galliéra. It would have been impossible to say to 
        
      However, one of them sported a Zouave’s chechia, the other an artilleryman’s képi. The first walked on crutches, the 
         
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


        
          



 
        
      

      


   the men’s motionless outlines.
     

         
    
          
          

  



         
        
        
         
          









      
Élysées, which he 


  


It struck a quarter to seven and seven o’clock. A few more 
        

“Here she comes,” said the officer.
          

       
       

       
         

         
       
        



          
        










           

this man’s face, cut in half by a heavy mustache and 


   


            


      

        
        
         
         



    
          
         


       
           
  
          
         

          











        
          


        


      
          

        
      





         
  
         



“Run for all you’re worth, YaBon,” said the officer to the 
armed Senegalese, “and bring me back one of them by the scruff of the neck!”










“Don’t be frightened, Little Mother Coralie,” he said, very anxiously. “It’s I, Captain Belval, Patrice Belval.”“Ah, it’s you, captain!” she stammered.“Yes; all your friends have gathered r
convalescent home.”“Thank you. Thank you.” And she added, in a quivering voice, “The others? Those two men?”“Run away. YaBon’s gone after them.”“But what did they want wit    brought you all here?”“We’ll talk about that later, Little Mother Coralie. Let’s speak of you first. Where am I to take you? Don’t you think you’d better come in here with me, until you’ve recovered and taken a little rest?”
          

         
           

  
“Sit down,” he said.


“You, Poulard, go and fetch a glass in the dining
… Chatelain, you’ll find a decanter of rum in the pantry.… Or, stay, she doesn’t like rum.… Then…”







“Then,” she said, smiling, “just a glass of water, please.”
 



        

  
        
       
         
          
         
“Aha!” cried the captain, gaily, when she had drunk the water. “You’re feeling better, I think, eh, Little Mother Coralie?”“Much better.”“Capital. But that was a bad minute we went through just 
         and get some light on it, shan’t we? Meanwhile, my lads, pay 
    
    

         would be coddling their little mother?”
  


“Well, Ribrac, how’s that leg of yours?”




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“I don’t feel it any longer, Little Mother Coralie.”“And you, Vatinel? That wound in your shoulder?”“Not a sign of it, Little Mother Coralie.”“And you, Poulard? And you, Jorisse?”
        

“Ah, Little Mother Coralie, now you’re crying! Little mother, little mother, that’s how you captured all our 


Then we clenched our teeth still firmer.”“And I used to cry still more,” she said, “just because you 
rting me.”“And today you’re at it again. No, you are too softhearted! You love us. We love you. There’s nothing to cry about in 
       … And, I say, here’s YaBon always laughs.”
“Do you think he can have overtaken one of the two men?”“Do I think so? I told Ya      neck. He won’t fail. I’m only afraid of one thing.…”
        

  
be carrying at arm’s length, like a dancing
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“Drop him,” said the captain.
    

“That’s what I feared,” muttered the officer. “Ya
         the throat, it’s a miracle if it doesn’t strangle him. The Boches know something about it.”



     










       


   

“Good,” said the officer. “But, next time, go to work more gently.”



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“Do you know him?”“No,” she said.“Are you sure? Have you never seen that head anywhere?”
        with grease, and a thick beard. The man’s clothes, which 

 
“Never… never,” the girl declared.Captain Belval searched the man’s pockets. They 
“Very well,” he said, rising to his feet, “we will wait till he 
          
back to the home: it’s time you were indoors. I have my key. Say goodbye to Little Mother Coralie and trot off.”
        

      
“Now let’s talk, Little Mother Coralie. First of all, before we try to explain things, listen to me. It won’t take long.”
  Belval slipped a hassock under Little Mother Coralie’s feet, 

   
“As you know, Little Mother Coralie, I left the hospital a 
         

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   
           


ng for one of them in a big café  
      … 
           
the café on one side and      
           

    

       
 … and which I afterwards wrote down in my little notebook.”
“These sentences, which caught my attention for reasons 

       


          
         
           anything?”“No. Why?”“You shall see. By the way, I forgot to tell you that the two 
        
Here is what they said, faithfully translated: ‘To finish up, 







therefore,’ said one, ‘everything is decided. You and he will 
          evening.’ ‘We shall be there, colonel. We have engaged our 
i.’ ‘Good. Remember that the little woman leaves her hospital at seven o’clock.’ ‘Have no fear. There can’t be any 

 Charron.’ ‘And your whole plan is settled?’ ‘In 


     shall act too quickly.’ ‘Are you certain of your driver?’ ‘I am 
         obedience. That’s all we want.’ ‘Capital. I’ll wait for you at the place you know of, in a motorcar. You’ll hand the little 
of the situation.’ ‘And you of the little woman, colonel, whichisn’t bad for you, for she’s deucedly pretty.’ ‘Deucedly, as you say. I’ve known her a long time by sight; and, upon my 
 …’ The two began to laugh coarsely and called for 
             
           

           
 
  … only, as I knew that you left the hospital at seven o’clock every 
 was justified, wasn’t I, in believing… ?”


“Why didn’t you warn me?”
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“Warn you!” he exclaimed. “And, if, after all, it wasn’t you? 

       



 

his rooms at my disposal from six to nine o’clock. That’s 
much as I do, what do you think of it?”
“I think you hlooks like a very great one; and I thank you.”“No, no,” he said, “I can accept no thanks. I was so glad to 

business itself?”Without a second’s hesitation,“I have none. Not a word, not an incident, in all that you have told me, suggests the least idea to me.”“You have no enemies, to your knowledge?”“Personally, no.”“What about that man to whom your two assailants were 
o says that he knows you?”“Doesn’t every woman,” she said, with a slight blush, “come across men who pursue her more or less openly? I can’t tell who it is.”




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“When all is said, our only hope of clearing
          
to the bottom of the business.”
“The police?”“Well, of course. What would you have me do with thfellow? He doesn’t belong to me. He belongs to the police.”“No, no, no!” she exclaimed, excitedly. “Not on any 

    … Have to appear 
   … Have my name mixed up in all 
…”“And yet, Little Mother Coralie, I can’t…”“Oh, I beg, I beseech you, as my of it, but don’t have me talked about! I don’t want to be talked about!”


“You shan’t be talked about, Little Mother Coralie, I 
e you.”“Then what will you do with that man?”“Well,” he said, with a laugh, “I shall begin by asking him 


”

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“Do you wish to see him, Little Mother Coralie?”“No,” she said, “I am so tired! If you don’t want me, 
         
…”
   

        



“Well, Yahow’s your prisoner?…      
Bon’s hand is 
   … What’s this? Won’t you answer? … Hallo, what’s happened? Hanged if I don’t think…”
         

“Don’t come,” he said, in great agitation. “What’s the use!”“But you’re hurt!” she exclaimed.“I?”“There’s blood on your shirtcuff.”“So there is, but it’s nothing: it’s the man’s blood that must have stained me.”“Then he was wounded?”“Yes, or at least his mouth was bleeding. Some blood
…”“Why, surely YaBon didn’t grip as hard as that?”




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“It wasn’t YaBon.”“Then who was it?”“His accomplices.”“Did they come back?”“Yes; and they’ve strangled him.”“But it’s not possible!”





































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


“One rogue less in the world, Little Mother Coralie!” cried 

       “Remember his name—  —Mustapha Rovalaïof, the name of a rogue!”
         

“You and I, Little Mother Coralie, who ha
waste tears over the death of Mustapha Rovalaïof or his 

         

         garden of the Musée Galliéra. The railings are high. But YaBon’s right hand knows no obstacles. And so, Little Mother 
     u won’t be talked about; and, this time, I claim a word of thanks.”
“A word of thanks, but no compliments. By Jove, I don’t 

snatched my prisoner. Why didn’t I foresee that your

     
        




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         
the servants’ entrance, passed through the 



            
Bon. And yet, if they didn’t release him, 
         
  

       
         
          

           friend won’t talk.”Captain Belval’s merriment increased:“Our friend won’t talk,” he repeated, “and the police, 
garden, won’t understand a word of the business. Nor we
those men tried to kidnap you. It’s only too true! I may not be up to much as a warder, but I’m beneath contempt as a detective!”
          

     
    
        

        







      
         



   

      
   
         
ly brought into the ladies’ drawing



“I know nothing about you,” he said softly. “At the 
        
         

         
  

         
           

      
          
    
       —   
—       
         








        
 
          
—
  —        
Little Mother Coralie?”




“No,” she murmured, “you are mistaken. My life is quite 
.”“You do not need to be defended!” he cried, with increasing animation. “What about those men who tried to 


          
          
          
          

… Well, I… ?”
        

   

“Well, if you decline the offer of my assistance, I shall force it on you.”







“I shall force it on you,” he repeated, firmly. “It is my duty and my right.”“No,” she said, in an undertone.“My absolute right,” said Captain Belval, “for a 
       for me even to consult you.”“What do you mean?”“I love you.”
         

         


        
“You can take it, Little Mother, from me. No impassioned 
        
      going on my knees. And it’s the easier for me because you know it. Yes, Madame Coralie, it’s all very well to look so shy, but you know my love for you and you’ve known it as 

  
      

         
 









      believe me.”


“You understand what I mean, don’t you,” he went on, in a voice that rang, “when I say that I speak without hesitation 

          
         
… Believe me, Little Mother Coralie, when I sit here face to 

ridiculous or presumptuous in your eyes.”
         

“And it must needs be so. People will have to understand 
    
     
      
   


          imagining that she pities me? Pity! But we don’t want the 

           

     
   
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    by their lucky stars or their cowardice.”
“Yes, absolute equality! We all of us, whether we have lost 

  
         
        


  




Bon’s right hand is already 
          Belval’s left leg allows him to do his five miles an hour if he pleases.”
“Right hand and left leg; left hand and right leg: what does 

what respect have we fallen off? Whether it’s a question of 



… not to mention a mighty legacy of pluck and spirit. That’s 
         


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     it’s necessary to talk of heroism when a girl has the honor to 
         
          
       
         
        


           
  

         

           


… Well! That’s finished! I have plenty more to say on the subject, but it can’t all be said in a day, can it?…”He broke off, thrown out of his stride after all by Coralie’s 

         


       
“Why are you crying, Little Mother Coralie?”


          
         
       




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“Have made you cry?” he asked.“No,” she said, in a low voice, “it’s all of you who upset me. It’s your cheerfulness, your pride, your way not of 
         
         
       indifference.”
“Then you’re not angry with me for saying… what I said?”“Angry with you?” she replied, pretending to mistake his meaning. “Why, every woman thinks as you do. If women, in 

        
         favor of those who have suffered most cruelly.”
“You see, I am asking for something more than affection 

         you of my words?”“No.”“Then your answer… ?”“My answer, dear friend, is that you must not speak those words again.”
“You forbid me?”“I do.”
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“In that case, I swear to say nothing more until I see you again.”“You will not see me again,” she murmured.
“I say, I say! And why shan’t I see you again, Little Mother Coralie?”“Because I don’t wish it.”“And your reason, please?”“My reason?”
“I am married.”
       

“Well, you must marry again! No doubt your husband is 
           
…”“Don’t jest, please.”
“You are right, Little Mother Coralie, and I apologize for 

serious things. It’s a question of our two lives. I am 
       
     

          together.”







“No,” she said.“Yes,” he declared,“that is how things will happen.”“It is not. They will not and shall not happen like that. You 

        
        
          
… nobody!”


           
“… You have no right to expose yourself to 
… Please reflect…”



         

“Here,” he said, “you’ve missed this.”




        
“What a curious coincidence!” he muttered. “These 
  … It’s strange to find the same materials and the same 
…”








“Why, what’s the matter?”
   


       
“The coincidence,” he said, “is so inconceivable that I 
… And yet the face can befirst, one question: who gave you this rosary?”“Nobody gave it to me. I’ve always had it.”“But it must have belonged to somebody before?”“To my mother, I suppose.”“Your mother?”“I expect so, in the same way as the different jeweshe left me.”“Is your mother dead?”“Yes, she died when I was four years old. I have only the 
rosary?”“It’s because of this,” he said. “Because of this amethyst bead broken in two.”
         


          
         





