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



















  –   
  
     
    







      
    





      

     


   
        


      
      




      

      




 
     
      









     
       
  
     




















































    

       
      

, along with the Countess’s sinister 
       
      

       

      






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      
—
—    
 

       
     
        
      

       


Experience one of Wilkie Collins’s m
    
    
       
     
 




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
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





        
        
        


       
specially hard morning’s work in his consulting

           —
       
“Who is she?” the doctor asked. “A stranger?”“Yes, sir.”“I see no strangers out of consulting 
hours are, and send her away.”“I have told her, sir.”







“Well?”“And she won’t go.”“Won’t go?” The doctor smiled as he repeated the 

him. “Has this obstinate lady given you her name?” 
“No, sir. She refused to give any name— she wouldn’t keep you five minutes, and the matter 

is more than I know.”
      

    
        
   —
       


        
        

       

“Is the carriage at the door?” he asked.“Yes, sir.”
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“Very well. Open the house   

      
          

 
man.”
     



     or did Thomas’s shoes creak, and was her sense of 
     
       

    — 
—
“I entreat you, sir, not to go away without letting me speak to you first.”


    doctor’s arm.
       



        
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
       
       
       
   
     —
       —
    —  
        
       
      
—      
      


        

       entirely new in his professional experience. “It looks like it,” he thought; “and it’s worth waiting for.”
       


“You have comforted many miserable women in your time,” she said. “Comfort one more, today.”
    



    
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placed her in the patients’ chair, opposite the 
        
      

         
      




      
       
        
    



        looking straight at the light, she said abruptly: “I have a painful question to ask.”“What is it?”
doctor’s     appearance of agitation, she put the “painful question” in these extraordinary words:“I want to know, if you please, whether I am in danger of going mad?”
       


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
     
      
     
      weak brain? “Why do you come to ?” he asked sharply. “Why don’t you consult a doctor whose special employment is the treatment of the insane?”
“I don’t go to a doctor of that sort,” she said, “for 


  

         
       
ies in disease. Are you satisfied?”
    —   

        
      
        
      
“I am at your disposal,” he answered. “Let me try if I can find out what is the matter with you.”


        
     
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

       
      
       

        
        
   —
     system. “I can find nothing the matter with you,” he said. “I can’t even account for the extraordinary 
      me.”“The pallor of my complexion is nothing,” she 
d a little impatiently. “In my early life I had a 

—


       disappointed me.” Her head dropped on her breast. “And so it ends!” she said to herself bitterly.The doctor’s sympathies were touched. Perhaps it 
        
a little hurt. “It may end in the right way yet,” he remarked, “if you choose to help me.”She looked up again with flashing eyes, “Speak 
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plainly,” she said. “How can I help you?”“Plainly, madam, you come to me as an enigma, 
          
     
      
—    
    —   
        consult me. Is that true?”She clasped her hands in her lap. “That is true!” she said eagerly. “I begin to believe in you again.”“Very well. You can’t expect me to find out the 


more.”She rose, and took a turn in the room. “Suppose I tell you?” she said. “But, mind, I shall mention no names!”“There is no need to mention names. The facts are 
want.”“The facts are nothing,” she rejoined. “I have only 
   —  
      
          
—
won’t do much to help you.”








  had ever reached the doctor’s ears.



“It is one fact, sir, that I am a widow,” she said. “It is 
ied again.”



   —   
    
       

      
      


“My approaching marriage,” she said, “has one 
     
         
        
  


—
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        
—
        
—       

        
      
   —
         
         

  —     
      
—
       
      
—tremble as I think of it) we are to be married.”
—

        
   stood committed to a long story. “Forgive me for 
to see me,” he said. “The sooner you can compoint, the better for my patients and for me.”
——showed itself again on the lady’s lips. “Every word I have said is to the point,” she answered. “You will see 
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it yourself in a moment more.”
“Yesterday—

—     
       
—
       

     
         

  

     
—
        
          
      

       
I rose and met that woman’s eyes looking at me, I 
        
for the first time in my life.”
“Was there anything remarkable in the lady’s personal appearance?” he asked.
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“Nothing whatever!” was the vehemen “Here is the true description of her:— 
         

      chin: these, and nothing more.”“Was there  first looked at her, that took you by surprise?”“There was natural curiosity to see the woman 
        
       
     
       
      —far as I could see. I say, ‘so far,’ because the horrible 

          

—


          
      —
    
        
         


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         
       
     —     
—
       
—
        
        me. ‘I am afraid the heat of the room is too much for you; will you try my smelling bottle?’ I heard 
      —
     

         
       

    
       

       
       —
      
      

—
        

        
        
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

 
        
  
       —

London, which are so many vile lies. ‘If you refuse to marry me,’ he said, ‘you admit that these reports are 
—the character of my wife.’ What could I answer? 
    —  
        
      
       
—
    — 


        
—
deranged mind?”




 

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more irresistibly the conviction of the woman’s 

         — 
     

      
        
    
“I have already given you my opinion,” he said. “There is no sign of your intellect being deranged, or 

—



Your confession is safe in my keeping.”


“Is that all?” she asked.“That is all,” he answered.
“Thank you, sir. There is your fee.”
        

       
         







        
         
—
—    
he said, “Take it back; I don’t want my fee.”
       upward, she said slowly to herself, “Let the end come. I have done with the struggle: I submit.”
         





 —      
   —   doctor’s mind. Blushing like a boy, he said to the servant, “Follow her home, and find out her name.” 
        
        
       
—


       

        
        
  
     — 







         
         
          
       

       —




       

         


      —


      
       
“The lady’s name is the Countess Narona. She lives 
—”
       

 
   
       
     
to the “Poorbox” of the nearest police 
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        
      
       “Do you dine at home today, sir?”After a moment’s hesitation he said, “No: I shall dine at the club.”
       qualities is the quality called “conscience.” In one state of a man’s mind, his conscience is the se

        




         





          
  
        



       
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          



       
       
      
        

    —  



      

       
    
        
  
       
      

   gambler at every “table” on the Continent. Report 
      
       
  —     
        — “apartment” in Paris had been denounced to the 
       
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—
        
       
     
      
       
      
       
       
      

   
 that he looked on the lady’s future husband as a most 


       
      


     
second “RipWinkle,” and that he had just 


       

 

         
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        


        
in question, for the doctor’s benefit—
     
“Herbert John Westwick. First Baron Montbarry, of Montbarry, King’s County, Ireland. Created a Peer for 
   
       
   
      Heir presumptive, his lordship’s next brother, 
    
      
  

  
        Norbury, Esq., of Norbury Cross. Bear his lordship’s 
      
      
       



      


