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




























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




Are you ready to explore the world’s greatest and 


—





     

       












      
       
       










          
      


          





        


“””






         
      
    






















      
      

           





         





  

    
   



      

    
       



     
       

        
 
       



        
    
       
         







         
       






      
  ban legends claim that Cousteau’s 
      
        









        

      
        





        


 


          


        
           

        
      
     





        





      











       

       
      
     







     
       
       
       



     
 
   





   
     




         
       
         
      




        
            







         
——







       










      


        
        
        





      




       
      
        




       —   
          
      








     
      

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circles” of Lake Baikal can be seen clearly in satellite imagery.
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











n illustrative “”












          
“”. T“”. A
“”“”
“”
        


        


            











“”















          





          
         
  

       





























         

       


     



      




 
        



        





       
        



















    

   

       

        











        
        




“”



“”







“”

        
          
        
      









       


        

        

     
     


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

     





         
      










       


      
      
        
        




         
        


“I'm coming home.”



“You said that an hour ago.”



“I know.”

“Andtwo hours before that.”

“I know.”

“John.”




“You've been there since dinner.”

“I lost track of time.”

“You always lose track of time when you're trying to prove 
.”
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“That's not fair.”

“No,” Katya said. “It's accurate.”



“How's Elsa?”

“She is awake.”



“Still?”

“She was waiting for you.”



“I'll be home in twenty minutes.”

“You said that too.”

“This time I mean it.”



“Drive carefully.”

“I will.”

“And John?”

“Yes?”

“Whatever you're looking at tonight can wait until 
morning.”



“No,” he said quietly. “I don't think it can.”



“Twenty minutes.”

“Twenty minutes.”
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
        
          
          
        

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         
          
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          

   

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












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
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        
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



























         


         




        
      



     


      
      
        





     


















        




       


       

       
        
         
     





      






       



       
         


        


      



        
         
          




   

        
          
        
     


“Hello?”

         
       

















“Hello?”

         


“Professor Smith…”



“Who is this?”



“Listen to me.”

“Who are you?”

“You need to leave the university.”



“Why?”

“They know you have it.”




“Who?”



“Everyone.”










  



         
      
      

        
        


“John?”

       
        


      


“Where did you get that?”



“You tell me.”



“You recognize it.”

“I recognize the symbol.”

“That's not what I asked.”





        
        



“How did that happen?”



“You need to destroy this.”



“You came into my office at two
your first advice is to destroy evidence?”

“It's not evidence.”

“Then what is it?”



“A warning.”



“You said you've spent thirty years looking for this 
symbol.”

“I said I tried to understand it.”

“Where did you see it?”



“In a field notebook.”

“Whose?”



“Cousteau.”







“Jacques Cousteau?”

“Yes.”

“Where is the notebook?”

“Gone.”

“Destroyed?”

“I don't know.”

“Then how do you know what's in it?”



“Because I saw it.”

“When?”

“Thirty years ago.”

       


“I was young,” he said. “Younger than you are now. I was 
       

believed.”



“Thensomeone showed me a page from Cousteau's notes.”

“What did it say?”



“I don't remember every word.”

“But?”

“I remember the drawing.”







“The three circles.”



“And beneath it?”



“A coordinate.”



“Baikal?”

“Yes.”

“What coordinate?”



“Gregory.”

     


“1,487 meters.”



“You've got to be kidding.”

“I wish I were.”

“Why didn't you tell anyone?”

“Who would have believed me?”

“Me.”



“Would you have?”


         






“You've spent your life studying ancient civilizations.”

“Yes.”

“You've always believed that symbols are records.”

“They can be.”

“Not just records,” Gregory said. “Instructions.”



“Sometimes.”

“That's what I thought too.”



“This isn't a symbol.”



“What is it?”



“It's a map.”



“And if I'm right, that line isn't pointing up.”



“It's pointing down.”


          
         
        














           
   

      
        
       






            



“You said twenty minutes.”

“I know.”

“It has been almost two hours.”

“I know that too.”

Katya studied his face. “What happened?”



       


Instead, he said, “Something came up at the university.”







“You're lying.”



“I am not.”

“You are,” she said quietly. “You only lie when you think 
the truth will create more problems.”

         



“Daddy?”



“Hey, sweetheart.”


         
       


“You came home,” Elsa whispered.

“I promised.”

She pulled away and looked at him seriously. “You said 
that yesterday too.”



John looked at his daughter. “You're keeping track now?”

“Yes.”

“How many promises have I broken?”



“Seven.”





John laughed softly. “Seven?”

“Maybe eight.”



“Go back to bed, Elsa.”

“But Daddy just got home.”

“He'll still be here in the morning.”



“You will?”



“Yes.”





“What happened?”



“There was an envelope at the university.”



“What kind of envelope?”

“One addressed to me.”

“From whom?”

“I don't know.”

She studied him carefully. “And what's inside?”



“A photograph.”

“Of what?”







“Lake Baikal.”



Then she said, “Why would someone send you a 
photograph of Lake Baikal?”

“I don't know yet.”

“And Gregory?”



“How did you know Gregory was involved?”

“Because whenever you say ‘I don't know yet,’ it usually 
means Gregory knows something.”



“That is annoyingly accurate.”



“John, whatever this is, don't let it become another 
obsession.”



“I don't think I have a choice.”

“You always have a choice.”









            








“Professor Smith?”



“Yes?”

“This is Detective Laura Bennett with the Boston Police 
Department.”



“How can I help you?”

“There was an incident at the university early this 
morning.”



“What kind of incident?”

“We need you to come in.”

“Why?”



“Because your name was found at the scene.”

    


“Where?” he asked.

“Your colleague's apartment.”



“Whose apartment?”



“Professor Gregory Kravnik.”







Then he said, “What happened?”

“Professor Kravnik is dead.”


         


“How?”

“We'll discuss that when you arrive.”

         
        


“Professor Smith, there's something else.”



“What?”

“We        
body.”



“It has your name on it.”

 



“What happened?”



“Gregory is dead.”



“Daddy?”





        


“We have to go.”

















































       






       
       
        
         
         
        
       
    

        


        



“Professor Smith?”

“Yes.”





“Detective Bennett is waiting for you upstairs.”


        




         

 
       



“Professor Smith.”

“Detective.”



“I need to ask you some questions.”

“I assumed you would.”

“You knew Professor Kravnik well?”

“For more than fifteen years.”

“Colleagues?”

“Friends.”



“Then you'll understand why I need you to be precise.”



“Before we go inside, I should tell you something. We 
haven't released the cause of death.”







“Was he murdered?”

“We're treating it as a homicide.”

“Why?”



“Because of the scene.”


       


  
  
    
    
       





“When did he die?”

“Preliminary estimate puts it sometime betw
and three.”



“Someone was with him?”

“We don't know.”

“Was there forced entry?”

“No.”

“Then he knew whoever came inside.”

“That's one possibility.”







“What is another?”



“Come with me.”

           
       






“What was there?”



“How do you know something was missing?”

“Gregory didn't leave empty shelves.”



“We found the same thing.”



“What was here?”

“We don't know yet.”

“You don't know what was missing?”

“Not specifically.”

“Then why did you bring me here?”

“Because your name was written on something we found.”

         
         






    


—




“When was this written?”

“We don't know.”

“Where was it found?”

“Under the desk.”

“Anything else?”

“Yes.”





“What about it?”

“It was open when the forensic team arrived.”



“What page?”

“Page 117.”

“Where is the notebook?”

“Evidence.”

“Can I see it?”

“Not yet.”







“Why?”

“Because we're trying to determine whether your friend 
was involved in something that led to his death.”



“Gregory wasn't involved in anything illegal.”

“I didn't say illegal.”

“What are you saying?”



“I'm saying someone searched this apartment for 
something.”

       


“Was anythingstolen?”

“We're still cataloguing the apartment.”

“Then how do you know someone was searching for 
something?”



“Because whoever did this ignored the expensive things.”

        
        
     

       



     
    







         


“This was taken.”



“We think so.”

“Do you know what book?”

“No.”

       
        
     

      


“Antarctica”

          
       

       
     


“Did Gregory study Antarctica?”

“He was a historian.”

“That wasn't my question.”



“He had published several p
exploration.”









“Did the forensic team photograph this?”



“I don't know.”



“This wasn't part of Gregory's usual notes.”

“How can you tell?”

“Because he used blue ink.”

       


“This was written in black.”



“Does that matter?”

“It means someone else wrote it.”



“What else did you find?”



Then she said, “A photograph.”



“What kind?”

“Underwater.”



“Show me.”


