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1 Max, Mix, and the Lost Bunnies

The sun shines brightly through the leaves of the big apple tree.
Max carefully walks along a thick branch toward Mix's little
house. Max and Mix are two young gnomes. They are best
friends and live with their families in apple houses high up in the
tree. Today they don’'t have school, so they can play together
all day long.

“Good morning, Max!” Mix calls cheerfully.

“Good morning, Mix,” Max says. “Ready for a new adventure?”
“I'm always ready,” says Mix excitedly.

Together they slide down a branch and run through the grass
to Lily's vegetable garden. Lily is a kind human girl who lives in
the big house with her mom, dad, and cat Luna. The garden is
full of delicious vegetables and fresh fruit.

“Shall we play hide-and-seek?2” Max suggests.

“Yes,” says Mix right away. “You hide first, and I'll count.”

Mix turns around, covers his eyes with his hands, and counts out
loud. “Ten... nine... eight...”

Max looks around to find a good hiding place. At the edge of
the garden, he sees an upside-down flowerpot. It is small, but
maybe just big enough. With all his strength, he lifts the
flowerpot a little and crawls underneath. It is a great hiding
spotl

“Zero!l Here | come!” Mix calls.



